
September 11, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As today marks the anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy, let us keep those families that were
touched by the event in our hearts and prayers today.  May we use our faith today to keep
those families strong.

Well we successfully made it through the first week of school! The faculty and staff are
appreciative of your patience throughout last week.  Just like the students, the faculty and
staff have to work through some kinks to get into a routine.  We appreciate the support
from the school community as we embark on our new school year.

VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check.  All of
this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below for more
information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html

Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.

Bookmobile Help:
The Brown County Bookmobile will be coming to Holy Cross again this school year.
The dates the Bookmobile will be here thus far are:

 September 25
 October 16
 November 6
 November 27
 December 18
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The Bookmobile will be here from 9:30am-3:30pm.  We are in need of parent helpers for
the morning and afternoon during those dates.  Please contact the office to sign up!

Fall Fest:
We are 10 days away from our Holy Cross Fall Fest 3rd Annual Chili Cook-Off.  The
event is Saturday, September 21st at 5:00pm with judging beginning at 8:00pm.  For
school families, this is one of three mandatory fundraisers (minimum purchase of 2
tickets per family).  With every ticket purchased you will also receive 2 drink tickets.
Beverages will be available for purchase (i.e. water, soda, beer, wine).  The drop off for
chili begins at 4:00pm.  You have until this Friday, to return your form with payment.
Just a reminder that this is an adult only event.  Besides being a fundraiser, it is a great
opportunity to bond with new friends and reconnect with old ones.  We look forward to a
great turnout!

Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering the
school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-out.
This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

Thank You:
It takes a committed community to make a Catholic school successful.  Part of that
commitment is the role volunteers take on to make Holy Cross Catholic School a vibrant
place to get a Catholic education.  As a school community we would like to personally
thank some individuals that have had a hand in helping the school out.

 We are thankful to Kate Meeuwsen for her dedication over the last 7 years she has
given to the school in terms of development.  She has been a valuable asset in
increasing the visibility of our school through the development committee. We
appreciate her efforts! One of many projects Kate spearheaded over the years was
the annual HCCS Christmas card. If anyone would like to step forward to take on
a part of this project or another development project, please contact Cathy Zehms
at czehms@gracesystem.org.

 We appreciate Gail Limoni and Barb Conard for taking on the responsibility of
the yearbook for this school year.  The school is grateful for their time and effort!

 The school office is appreciative to our daily volunteers for their assistance:
o Monday – Tonia Briski
o Tuesday – Missy DeBacker
o Wednesday – Gail Limoni
o Thursday – Dawn Besancenez
o Friday – Jill Bourdelais
o

Kelly’s Korner:
I was so happy to see all of you at the parent meeting, but I was even more excited to see
all the kiddos the first day of school! That is my favorite! Seeing all the smiles and how



much they have grown and changed. Holy Cow! Some have even turned into young
ladies and young men! It makes me proud.

You might have noticed some changes in the school appearance this year. I have been
working very hard this past summer trying to update the look and change things around
with of course the help our friend Willie. Willie Adams is the man you might see
carrying around a ladder or painting a stairwell. He has been busy working between the
Rectory and School. We have painted both entryways, the hallway to the art room, and
now the upstairs. He has been busy fixing things to make the school function better as
well. If you see him you might want to stop and say “Thank You Willie!” We also moved
the giant cross from the front entryway to the “gym” entryway, thanks to Mr. Reineck
and some of his Sunday Night Basketball Friends. We have moved our “prayer table” to
make it more of a focal point and to showcase our Pope, Bishop, and new Priest. You
might notice some new signage on the entrance to the gym in the front entry and soon to
come the entry to the middle school all thanks to Nikki Goral and her company Image
Advantage. She also made some wall stickers for the boy’s bathroom and the girl’s
bathroom by the office got a makeover too! Butterflies galore!! All in all I hope the
changes made are an improvement to our WONDERFUL school.

Well we made it through our first week of school without any casualties! I know there
was a lot of paperwork to be filled out and a lot of checks to be written but you all came
through with flying colors!! Next year I am going to work on that so it is not so
overwhelming.

Just a reminder that my door is always open! Please feel free to come in anytime.

Kelly

NDA Lady Triton Youth Basketball Program:
Sara Rohde, head coach of the NDA state champions invites girls in grades 4th to 8th

grade to join the NDA Lady Triton Girls Youth Basketball program.  Registration night is
Wednesday, September 25 from 5:00-6:30pm at the NDA commons.  New and returning
players will register, order uniforms, and learn about the program.  Team and program
fees are $50 per player.  Questions?  Go to: www.ndagirlshoops.com or e-mail Brian
Tristani at b_tristani@yahoo.com.

Forms:
Please make sure you return your forms from the first parent folder in a timely fashion.
These forms are important, examples being the emergency contact form and technology
agreement form.  Thank you for the extra attention given to this matter.

Spirit Wear:
The Spirit Wear sale ends Friday at the end of the day.  Please be sure to get your forms
and payment in by then. Thank you.



MAP Testing:
Next week we will begin MAP (Measure of Academic Progress) Testing.  Encourage
your children to be well rested for the testing and to put their best effort forth during the
testing period.

Intramural Soccer:
We have a new idea here at Holy Cross, soccer for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders!  It is
intramural soccer.  The pilot program is only for 2 nights, Monday, September 16th and
Wednesday, September 18th.  It is immediately after school and lasts until 4:15.
Members of our Holy Cross 7th and 8th grade team will be assisting Ms. Aerts.  You need
to sign up before Monday.  Registration copies are available in the office.

Catholic Fun Fact:
On Friday, we celebrate the feast of Saint John Chrysostom, a bishop whose name was
not REALLY Chrysostom.  He became kown by that name because he was a wonderful
speaker and the word Chrsostom means Golden-Mouthed.  Do you know anyone who can
make a story sound so exciting you can’t stop listening? Your pastor? A teacher? A
friend?  If you know someone like that, give that person a new nickname today –
Chrysostom!

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


