
Thank you!  
 
Your donations make a difference! Thanks to the  
generosity of several donors, In the past year we’ve: 
 

• Bought three SmartBoards. 

• Added to our army of laptops. We are nearing our goal 
of one laptop per student in our middle school! 

• Published a prayer book 

• Purchased a beautiful sign for our building 
 

Would you like to support us? Your donation benefits 
HCCS directly! Donate online by going to 
www.holycrossfamily.org/alumni/donate. Checks can be 
made out to Holy Cross Parish, 3002 Bay Settlement Road, 
Green Bay, WI 54311. Please designate the school as the 
recipient of your donation using the enclosed reply card. 

Holy Cross Catholic School 

3002 Bay Settlement Road 

Green Bay, WI  54311  

Annual School &  
Parish Events 

April, 2012 
April 29-May 5 | Book Fair in the school library 
 

May/June, 2012 
May 4, 11 AM | May Crowning 
May 10 at 6:30 PM | Spring Concert 
June 6 at 10 AM | St. Baldrick’s Event 
June 23-24 | Church Picnic 

Grandparent Tips 
You can help out with your grandchild’s tuition 
through our $crip program! Purchase gifts cards 
through Holy Cross for local and national retailers. It 
costs nothing to participate and a percentage of the 
proceeds raised is automatically calculated and 
applied towards any outstanding educational fees! 

Would you like to volunteer at Holy Cross? 
We’d love to have the help and your grandkids would get a kick out of seeing you at school! From answering 
phones to lunch duty to stuffing parent envelopes, we have a volunteer activity suited to YOU. Contact Cathy 
Zehms at 920.468.0625 or czehms@gracesystem.org.  

4k & fifth grade field trip to 
the Kroc Center. 
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By Cathy Zehms, 4K teacher’s aide and 
development director 
 
At Holy Cross our students made 
Christmas cards for community mem-
bers and family members who are shut-
ins or are in nursing homes. We do ser-
vice projects throughout the year with-
out always being able to see or feel the 
impact of what we do.  Because I am a 
staff member at Holy Cross, I was in the 
unique position this year of witnessing 
both sides of this particular project: giv-
ing and receiving.  
  
On Christmas Day, I went to visit my 
Godmother, who is living in a nursing home outside of 
Green Bay. She has no children of her own, and al-
though her nieces and nephews try to fill that space in 
her heart as her "adopted" kids, she often feels alone 
the world.  
 
As we were visiting with Aunt June, my daughter no-
ticed a card from a child on her bulletin board and 
opened it. It was a handmade card from one of our 
Holy Cross students! The card had delighted Aunt 
June when she received it, just because a child was 
thinking about her at Christmas time and took the time 

to send it -- this small gesture went a 
long way towards relieving a little lone-

liness when we weren't able to be 
there. As someone who cares about 
Aunt June, this gesture meant the 
world to me too.   
  
I think about the many cards our 
students sent to people like my Aunt 
June during this season and I am 
reminded of the "little way" of St. 
Therese in that her life demonstrated 
that small actions, performed with 
great love, can make a profound 
difference. She wrote: "...in spite of 
my littleness, I can aim at being a 
saint. It is impossible for me to grow 
bigger, so I put up with myself as I 

am, with all my countless faults. But I will look for 
some means of going to heaven by a little way which 
is very short and very straight, a little way that is quite 
new. " 
  
By society's standards, our students did not really do 
anything extraordinary this Christmas season. You 
won't find the story in the newspaper or covered by the 
TV stations. But I know for sure that they brought little 
gifts of warmth and love into the lives of many people 
whose hearts were hungry to receive them.  And I 
know for sure that it made a difference.  
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What does GRACE mean for Holy Cross? 

As many of you may have heard from the news or your parishes in the Green Bay area, as of July 
1, 2011 the ten Green Bay area Catholic  schools—including Holy Cross—have joined together to 
become the Green Bay Area Catholic Education (GRACE) System.  
 
Some things are changing... 
The benefits of a Catholic school system for Holy Cross are many, including: 

• Tuition Assistance 

• Online registration 

• Compass/Odyssey Online Intervention 

• MAP Testing 

• CESA 7 Membership 

• Better benefits for employees 

• Online payroll 

But the best things remain the same… 
Our tradition, our commitment to each other and Catholic education, and our identity; these are the treasures 
that endure. Any donation made to our school benefits the students, faculty and staff of HCCS directly. Learn 
more about the GRACE System by visiting www.gracesystem.org.  

Highlights from our year  

(LEFT) The 8th graders lead 
the school in prayer at The 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good 
Help. Grades K-8 visited The 
Shrine for a day of prayer and 
reflection. 

(ABOVE) We celebrated our 
Catholic School during Catholic 
Schools Week. These sixth  
graders definitely have the spirit! 

(RIGHT) We 

took a walk-

ing field trip 

to our Holy 

Cross ceme-

tery for The 

Feast of All 

Souls. 

(ABOVE, LEFT) Our littlest 4K students worked together to create 
—you guessed it—Holy Cross out of blocks. 

HCCS middle school teacher to use digital  
technology in wildlife setting 

 
Mr. Jason Johnson earns Innovative Educator Award, featured by WFRV as  

February’s Terrific Teacher 
 
(Town of Scott, WI) Thanks in part to a grant from the Wisconsin 
Public Service Foundation, some of Wisconsin’s prized nature 
preserves will become a giant classroom for middle school stu-
dents at Holy Cross Catholic School in Green Bay. And one local 
TV station is already recognizing him for his efforts. 
 

Middle school science teacher Jason Johnson received a grant 
for the purchase of Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS) 
Units and memory cards. 
 

Mr. Johnson, an avid outdoorsman in his free time, said that stu-
dents will use the GPS units to mark observation points within a 
wildlife refuge or state park during the fall, winter, and spring. 
They will document the seasonal changes that take place with 
respect to plants, trees, and wildlife, and will also use the GPS unit to create a topographical map of the envi-
ronment in which they are recording their observations. 
 

Mr. Johnson said that there are many obvious academic benefits of the project. Students will incorporate 
math, science and technology. 
 

“And it’s just really cool to get out of the classroom for some hands on learning,” commented Mr. Johnson. 
“Students have the opportunity to learn the application of academic skills to the real world.” 
 

Just as important, Holy Cross students learn what it means to be good stewards of God’s creation. 
 

“This project is designed to get students connected with nature,” commented Mr. Johnson. “We want to make 
our students aware of the organisms around them and the changes they go through. Our goal is that they will 
develop an awareness and concern for the impact that we, as humans, have on the ecosystem around us and 
the world God created.” 
 

This is the second time Mr. Johnson has earned the Innovative Educator Award. He was featured by WFRV 
as February’s Terrific Teacher for his work on developing the project for his classes.  
 

“Jason is always looking for creative ways to engage our students within the curriculum,” commented Principal 
Robin Jo Jensen. “I am very pleased that the Wisconsin Public Service Foundation has given him this recogni-
tion and the means to make his vision happen.” 
 

This project will incorporate all of the middle school students at Holy Cross Catholic School. This year 62 6th-
8th graders will participate. Each year all middle school students will be able to participate in correlating infor-
mation against previously collected data as well as expanding the study into new locations. The project will 
impact every student who walks through the doors of Holy Cross Catholic School. 
 

The WPS Foundation’s Innovative Educator Program 
Since the program’s inception five years ago, 53 projects have received more than $48,000 in Foundation 
grants. The Wisconsin Public Service Foundation, incorporated in 1964, is a private, charitable foundation that 
supports charities and organizations that need financial assistance. Wisconsin Public Service Foundation is 
funded by shareowners of the corporation, not by its electric and gas customers. The Foundation provides 
nearly $1.0 million annually in contributions to programs that support activities in the areas of arts and culture, 
community and neighborhood development, education, human services and health and care for the environ-
ment. 


