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God sent to me an angel, 
it had a broken wing. 

I bent my head and wondered 
"How could God do such a thing?" 

When I asked the Father 
why He sent this child to me, 
the answer was forthcoming, 

He said "Listen and you'll see." 
"My children are all precious, 

and none is like the rest. 
Each one to me is special, 

and the least is as the best. 

I send each one from Heaven 
and I place it in the care 

of those who know my mercy, 
those with love to spare. 

Sometimes I take them back again. 
Sometimes I let them stay. 

No matter what may happen 
I am never far away. 

So if you find an angel 
and you don't know what to do, 

remember, I am with you, 
love is all I ask of you." 

God Sent to Me an Angel 

Written by Paul Dammann  
Submitted by  James Cullen 

Helping Middle School Students Make 

The Transition Into High School   
 

 

 

"ACTIVITIES THAT PROVIDE 

INFORMATION TO  

STUDENTS AND PARENTS" 

 
 Middle school students want to know what high school is going to be 

like, and they and their parents need to know about and understand high school 

programs and procedures (Phelan, Yu, & Davidson, 1994). In particular, 

parents need to be actively involved in the decisions their eighth-graders are 

asked to make about classes they will take in ninth grade and understand the 

long-term effects of the course decisions (Paulson, 1994).  

 Some of the ways students can learn about high school include visiting 

the high school in the spring, perhaps to "shadow" a high school student; attend 

a presentation by a high school student or panel of students; visit the high 

school in the fall for schedule information; attending a fall orientation assembly 

(preferably before school starts); and discuss high school regulations and 

procedures with eighth-grade teachers and counselors. In addition to face-to-

face activities, another possible source of information is the Internet.  High 

school students might, either as a class or club project, set up a Web page that 

would provide incoming students information on different high school 

activities and clubs and offer them an opportunity to get answers to any 

questions they may have from the "experts." 

http://www.kidsource.com/education/middlehigh.html 

Submitted by James Cullen, GRACE Student Services Director 

http://www.gracesystem.org/newsletters/
http://www.gracesystem.org/newsletters/
http://www.kidsource.com/education/middlehigh.html


Smart Boards in the 

Classroom 
 

Submitted by Jean Healy    

 You may ask yourself, "what is the latest technology in 

the classroom?"  One of these items is a smart board.  A 

smart board is an interactive whiteboard.  It is a great way 

to get students actively involved in learning. 
 

 I recently asked some teachers how they use the smart 

boards in their classrooms and they responded as follows: 

 We use smart boards in place of the traditional 

blackboard and dry erase board, as well as many 

daily tasks in the classroom. 

 Smart boards are used for attendance and lunch 

count 

 Students can play review games in all subjects 

 Several elementary teachers use it in conjunction 

with a classroom newspaper they call the Weekly 

Reader. 

 Short video clips are also shown via use of the smart 

board. 

 Smart boards come with a highlighting tool and 

Senteo clickers.  The clickers log in the students and 

let them answer questions in different formats.  

When the students have completed the exercise the 

controller reviews the student's answers letting them 

know which answers are correct to calculate a final 

score. 

Nobody Likes Me  
Submitted by Denise VanZeeland 

 Hearing those words is a worrisome experience for 

both parents and teachers.  Proactive strategies are 

important in guiding children through “bumps in the road”.   

Debbie and Scott, parents of GRACE students, 

believe in giving children skills to cope with unkind 

classmates.  They suggest frequent reinforcement of 

strengths to help build self-esteem.  Other tips to try: 

 Play with your child showing skills such as: taking 

turns, sharing, cooperating 

 Invite friends over. Monitor play 

 Teach conflict-resolution 

 Take advantage of opportunities to foster empathy.  

 Example: Seeing a physically handicapped person 

 at the store 

 Collaborate with teachers 
Source:  www.parentinginsights.net 

Teachers are great resources when dealing with social 

behaviors.  Genevieve, a GRACE middle school teacher, 

finds value in guiding discussions of exclusive and 

inclusive behaviors and providing community building 

activities for students. 

Jennifer, a GRACE elementary teacher facilitates 

activities bringing the “odd man out” into the group and 

leads games that are cooperative with no “winner”.   
Parents and teachers together can serve as coaches and 

models in helping children create trusting and happy 

relationships with their peers. 

Attention Deficit 

Disorders: Facts vs. Myths  

Submitted by Gina Vecera 
We want our children to achieve their fullest.  Breaking 

goals up into little ones, celebrating small victories, and 

letting success build creates a feeling of being positive and 

productive.   

1. Work from where you are, not from where you want to 

be.  Don’t set a goal that’s beyond developmental 

ability. 

2. Choose one area to focus on.  

3. Your goal should be important, but also the one you 

have the most chance of attaining. 

4. Break your goal into smaller steps.   

5. Set short deadlines.  Think of what you can do in a 

week. 

6. Allow for failure.   

7. Make and check off your list of goals as you 

accomplish them. 

8. Reward  success.   

9. Move onto the next goal.  The great thing about small 

goals is constant success.  Take things one step at a 

time and you’ll be amazed at how far you can go! 

Setting Attainable Goals 
Submitted by Jean Craanen  

Attention Deficit Disorders are sometimes clouded with 

misperceptions and confusion.  Here are three common ones: 
 

Myth:  ADD is a lack of willpower; children can focus if they 

really want to. 
 

Fact:  ADD is not a willpower problem; it’s a chemical 

problem in the management of the brain. 
 

Myth: The brains of people with ADD are overactive and 

need medication to slow down. 
 

Fact:  People with ADD have underactive brain 

management.  Effective medications increase alertness 

and improve communication in the brain’s 

management system. 
 

Myth:  ADD doesn’t cause much damage in a person’s life. 
 

Fact:  Untreated or inadequately treated ADD can severely 

impair academics, family life, relationships, and work 

life.   
 

Source:  From Attention Deficit Disorder: The Unfocused Mind in Children 

and Adults, by Thomas E. Brown, 2005. New Haven, CT: Yale University 
Press 

http://www.parentinginsights.net/


Organized Learning 
 Submitted by Therese Waldkirch 

 

Have you considered how important 

ORGANIZATION is to learning?  The 

mind seeks patterns to make sense of 

the world.   

 

Learning patterns are effective when they allow 

efficient prediction, storage, retrieval, and scaffolding 

(assimilation of new material).  Infants learn from care-

giver responses and, as they grow, expand these patterns 

to develop personal, social, and academic competence to 

interact with peers and adults in a variety of settings.  

This continues from the ABCs to the ACTs and beyond!   
 

For example, a beginning reader scaffolds:  ABCs, letter-

sound associations, words, sentences, paragraphs, etc. 

until “learning to read” becomes “reading to learn”.  The 

challenge for teachers (including parents) is to establish 

effective learning structures with enough flexibility to 

accommodate individual personalities, ability, interests, 

and experiences.  This begins with basic expectations 

and predictable consequences for both behavior and 

academics.   

 

Go to www.waldkircheducationalconsulting.com and 

click the MY BLOG link for an academic “Learning 

Guide” example. 

MAP Testing                
    Submitted by Mary Swanson 

 All of our GRACE schools use the MAP 

(Measurement of Academic Progress) tests as our 

standardized tests.  The advantage of using MAP tests over 

various other standardized testing is that it automatically 

adjusts the difficulty of the questions given to each student 

based on the answer to the previous question.  In other 

words, if the last question was answered correctly, the next 

question is a harder one; if it was answered incorrectly, the 

next question is an easier question.   

 Each student receives a test uniquely designed for 

him/her. At the end of the test, a student received a RIT 

score.  This is a “Rasch unIT, which is a unit of measure 

that uses individual item difficulty values to estimate 

student achievement. RIT scores create an equal-interval 

scale.”  This means that each interval is the same between 

191 and 192 as it is between 251 and 252.  Every child is 

given a RIT score and then compared to all the students in 

the country who took the test and given a percentage based 

on where his/her score falls.   

 The primary students are tested in the areas of reading 

and math.  Intermediate students are tested in reading, 

math and language arts.  Fourth through eighth grade 

students are also tested in science. 

 Our teachers use this data extensively in planning 

sessions during the summer months and during the school 

year.  MAP scores may also be used as a stated GRACE 

service plan goal. 

Taking a test can be a worrisome task for kids.  With a 

few pointers, a lot of the stress and anxiety can be 

alleviated. 
 

Read the directions carefully.  …and make sure to 

understand them.  If a student doesn’t understand the 

directions, he or she needs to ask the teacher for assistance. 
 

Read all answer choices before deciding on one.  In 

multiple choice tests, the correct answer is hidden amongst 

incorrect answers.  If a student reads all of the possible 

answers, he or she may find an answer or two that are 

definitely incorrect.  By using the process of elimination, 

the odds of choosing the correct answer are better. 
 

Watch out for “danger” words.  In true/false 

questions, there are several words to watch for: “all,” 

“always,” “every,” “never,” and “none.”  These words 

allow for no exceptions, and can usually give the test-taker 

a hint as to whether the answer is true or false.   

Test Taking Tips 
Submitted by Jennifer Lenz 

 "No child should be denied his or her 

right to an education in faith, which in 

turn nurtures the soul of a nation." 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, Catholic Coalition  

for Special Education Website. 

http://www.waldkircheducationalconsulting.com


iTechnology in the 

Classroom 
Submitted by Deanna Schauer 

 I will make every effort to attend all class meetings. 

 I will do all homework assigned, not just some of it. 

 I will take notes writing down all the steps involved to 

solve a problem including describing the math 

processes involved in my own words. 

 I will ask questions in class as soon as I don't 

understand. 

 I will READ all the examples in my math text. 

 I will ask for extra help or seek out a tutor as soon as I 

don't understand. 

 I will seek out a partner or "study buddy" in my class. 

 I will set aside a specific amount of time to do my math 

homework. 

 I will BELIEVE in myself. 
 

by Ellen Freedman from mathpower.com 

The Math Student's Pledge  

Submitted by Amy Heyroth 

 

What is Dyslexia 
         Submitted by Jean O’Donnell 

 SUMMER CAMP FOR HIGHER 

ACHIEVING STUDENTS 
Submitted by James Cullen 

 
The Wisconsin Center for Academically Talented Youth 

(WCATY) is offering to qualified 4th-6th graders the 

opportunity to participate in a one week residential Young 

Student Summer Program (YSSP) July 29-August 4 at 

Beloit College.  The program offers early camp experience, 

intellectual challenges, single subject focus, enrichment, 

exposure to new disciplines, and lasting friendships. 
 

Courses offered include:   

 Pets' Vets:  Introduction to Veterinary Science 

 A Week in Japan:  Immersion Into Japanese Culture and 

Language 

 Space Travel and Exploration:  Dreams vs. Reality 

 Can U Dig It?  A Week in the Life Of A Paleontologist 

 Fit to Print:  Introduction to Journalism 

 Write It 

 Shakespearean Drama 

 Considering Everyday Chemistry 

 Physics: Science in Motion 

 Digital Art and Photography 
 

For more information visit www.wcaty.wisc.edu.  Click on the programs tab 
and  YSSP link. 

Recently my dad asked about a family member 

who has dyslexia. “It must be hard for her when she sees 

all the letters reversed.” I explained that reversal of some 

letters is just a part of what she may experience. However, 

his interpretation is similar to what many people think dys-

lexia encompasses. 
 

Dyslexia is hereditary and affects one in five children.  

According to Abigail Marshall, author of Parent’s Guide to 

Children with Dyslexia, “Dyslexia is a learning difficulty 

primarily associated with problems with written language 

such as reading, writing, spelling, and sometimes working 

with numbers, stemming from a naturally occurring varia-

tion in brain structure and function.” Sally Shaywitz, M.D. 

tells us in Overcoming Dyslexia, “There is a disruption in 

the fundamental neural (brain) circuits for coding lan-

guage.” This not only affects reading, but also “the ability 

to spell words, to retrieve words, to articulate words, and to 

remember certain facts.”   
 

 Another source, “Bright Solutions for Dyslexia” at 

www.dys-add.com offers several free, on-line videos by 

Susan Barton, who is recognized internationally as an ex-

pert in the field.  
 

Classroom Accommodations for Dyslexic Students 

 In the end, I was happy to tell my dad that there is 

hope, and although dyslexia cannot be cured, it can be 

helped with early identification and remediation using  

Orton-Gillingham based reading and spelling programs. If 

you would like more information about dyslexia, check out 

the web site and highly recommended books mentioned 

above.    

itechnology has exploded into every aspect of our lives.  

Using these tools, students are not only learning by 

manipulation, but are often receiving instant feedback.  In 

our society, this is crucial.  Moreover, learning is often 

taking place while the student is having fun.  This gaining of 

knowledge can occur even with students who were failing in 

the traditional classroom setting. 

 

An extensive list of apps specifically designed for nearly 

every aspect of a students’ education can be found at http://

www.scribd.com/doc/24470331/iPhone-iPad-and-iPod-touch

-Apps-for-Special-Education.  This list covers numerous 

educational topics. 

 

The iPad can be a life changing tool for Autistic children.  

Written from a mother’s perspective, this blog entry http://

www.blogher.com/ipad-nearmiracle-my-son-autism includes 

videos of her son using different apps to accomplish motor 

tasks that were previously difficult.  While the apps used 

were helping this Autistic child, they would have practical 

use in any classroom. 

 

As adults we can sometimes find new technologies to be 

complicated and overwhelming.  However, we should not 

avoid them.  Technology is everywhere and it is the way our 

students learn, communicate, and live.   

http://www.dys-add.com/
http://www.dys-add.com/videos/dyslexiaClassroom.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/24470331/iPhone-iPad-and-iPod-touch-Apps-for-Special-Education
http://www.scribd.com/doc/24470331/iPhone-iPad-and-iPod-touch-Apps-for-Special-Education
http://www.scribd.com/doc/24470331/iPhone-iPad-and-iPod-touch-Apps-for-Special-Education
http://www.blogher.com/ipad-nearmiracle-my-son-autism
http://www.blogher.com/ipad-nearmiracle-my-son-autism

