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GRACE Catholic Schools 

Holy Cross School 

468-0625 

Holy Family School 

494-1931 

Notre Dame School of De Pere 

337-1103 or 337-1115 

Our Lady of Lourdes School 

336-3091 

Resurrection School 

336-3230 

St. Bernard School 

468-5026 

St. John the Baptist School 

434-3822 

St. Matthew School 

432-5223 

St. Thomas More School 

432-8242 

GRACE Technology Plan Advances  

Technology team received approval to 

proceed with the implementation of 

Chromebooks for the middle school 

students and their teachers.   
 

During the Teacher Technology In-

Service held on March 3, the teachers of 

middle school students received their 

Chromebooks.  Teachers were provided 

training sessions to assist 

them in getting started 

with this new device.  By 

providing the teachers the 

Chromebook at this time, 

it will provide teachers the 

opportunity to work with 

the device, participate in 

training sessions and 

develop plans for 

implementation and use in 

the classroom for the 

2014-15 school year.    

At the start of the 2014-15 school year, 

all GRACE System middle school 

students will receive Chromebook.s  

Training for students and parents will be 

provided at the start of the school year.  

A Chromebook will be assigned to 

each middle school student for use 

during the school day.  Additional 

information for students and their 

families will be provided as we 

prepare for the start of the 2014-15 

school year. 
 

This one-to-one technology initiative 

is being funded by the GRACE 

Campaign.  

  

GRACE Technology - In-Service 
 

The theme for the GRACE Technology In-

Service, held on Monday, March 3 at Our 

Lady of Lourdes, was “It is not a fork in the 

road … it is a new road.”  The day began 

with sharing ‘What’s Happening with 

Technology” at GRACE Schools and a 

review of GRACE Technology Policies.  All 

teachers participated 

in a collaboration 

session based on the 

ISTE (International 

Society for 

Technology in 

Education) which 

includes six key areas:  

Make It, Say It & 

Share It, Find It, 

Solve It, Protect It 

and Use It. 
 

The remainder of the day was comprised of 

breakout sessions.  Teachers pre-registered 

for sessions offered during three time 

periods, with a variety of technology 

opportunities.  The sessions were presented 

by GRACE teachers and vendors.   
 

A special highlight of the day was the 

‘KICKOFF’ to the one-to-one technology 

plan for all middle school teachers. 
 

 

GRACE Technology - One-to-One 

Initiative for Middle School 
 

In the month of December, the proposal 

for a one-to-one technology for middle 

school students was proposed to the 

GRACE leadership team.  The GRACE 
Continued on p. 4 



 

 

 

Dear Friend of GRACE, 

 

 This is the time of year when we often feel the yearning for spring weather.  After 

this past winter I concur.  It is so helpful to live in this beautiful part of the world where we 

experience true distinctions between the seasons.  God blesses us in this way. 

 

 Like nature, we also experience significant changes in the liturgical seasons of our Catholic church.  We are 

now in the Season of Lent.  I find this time particularly humbling as I admit to my sinfulness as I face God.  It calls 

me back to recognize that I cannot do all things, repair all things and manage all things.   

 

♦ I know that God blesses me with gifts that I am called to share.  Sometimes that translates into thinking 

that I can handle everything that comes to my desk but that is not true.  Why do I think that I have 

limitless talent or energy?  Do I think that I am like God?  Am I trying to portray an image that is not 

true?  Can I admit to God and others that I am limited? 

 

♦ God tells me that there is nothing given me that I cannot handle IF I place my trust in God.  I 

understand that I was asked to take the role of GRACE President to help turn the corner on the new 

system.  Do I take too much pride in being a ‘change agent’?  Do I offer enough recognition to others 

who are critical to the progress made in the GRACE schools?  Do I tend to share only good news and 

hide the problem issues in order to appear to be successful?  Where is God in my self-understanding? 

 

♦ There are many, many items that come to my desk.  Often it feels that I can never keep up with all of 

the requests and responsibilities.  Do I find enough time for God in my day?  Are my priorities aligned 

correctly?  Am I able to say ‘no’ so that I can keep my life as a Religious and my ministry in balance?   

 

 Lent provides each of us with an opportunity to reflect upon our lives.  We are also invited to fast, pray and 

give alms.  For me, this means trying to realign my life so that I consume less, pray more often and model a spirit of 

generosity to those in need.   

 

 I chose to share these Lenten thoughts with you because I hope you will also take the opportunity to reflect 

upon your life, recognize your sins, heal and balance your life with God.   Lent is an important time for us Catholics.  

You are in my prayers. 

 

God bless you and your loved ones. 

 

In Christ & St. Norbert, 

 

 

 

Rev. Dane Radecki, O. Praem. 

President – GRACE Catholic Schools 
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2014-2015 Financial Aid Applications Due April 15TH 

New Wisconsin Tax Deductions for Tuition Expenses 

year, the parent may claim the 

subtraction for only one grade for 

that student in that taxable year. 
 

This new law applies to all parents 

incurring tuition expenses in a 

GRACE Catholic School.  You may 

want to consult a tax advisor if you 

need further details. 

elementary student, the maximum 

amount of tuition expenses which 

a claimant may subtract in a 

taxable year is $4,000.  For each 

secondary student, the maximum 

amount of tuition expenses to be 

claimed is $10,000.  If a student is 

in 8th grade for part of a taxable 

year and then becomes a high 

school student in the same taxable 

The Governor signed into law 

new tax legislation giving 

Wisconsin taxpayers the 

opportunity to deduct private 

school tuition expenses from 

their taxable income beginning 

on or after January 1, 2014.  A 

subtraction from income is 

allowed for tuition expenses that 

are paid to any of the GRACE 

Catholic schools.  For each 

The GRACE Financial Aid Program assists over 230 

students each year.  As more families seek a faith-based 

education, the GRACE Board continues to grow the 

program.  The establishment of a scholarship 

endowment over the last year will help keep program 

funding at levels to meet family requests.  The GRACE 

Board of Trustees approved a budget of $250,000 in 

assistance for the 2014-2015 school year. 
 

In addition to the GRACE awards, some of the 

Catholic parishes and schools also work with the 

GRACE President to make additional funds available 

to assist qualifying families.  The average award made to 

a student in 2013-2014 was $898.   

Families wishing to make an application must first 

register their child(ren) in a GRACE school and 

complete an online application through the FACTS 

Financial Aid Program.  The deadline for applying is 

April 15, 2014.  Families who meet this deadline 

will be given first consideration and will be informed 

by letter of their qualifying award in early May.  

Applications after April 15th will be considered only 

if funds are still available.  If there are questions 

about making an application, contact Donna 

Sommers at 920-499-7330. 

The 2013-2014 GRACE Annual Appeal has a goal of $110,000.   

Gifts to the Appeal can be made through June, 2014. 
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WCATY:  An On - Line Learning Opportunity 

Higher Achieving GRACE students 

have had the opportunity to 

participate in the Wisconsin Center 

for Academically Talented Youth 

(WCATY) program since the 2010-

2011 school year.  Approximately 

120 students participate each year.  

Parents choosing the program have 

paid the program fees.  Fr. Radecki, 

GRACE President, is pleased to 

announce that beginning in the 2014

-2015 school year, participation in 

WCATY classes offered through 

GRACE will not be charged a fee.  

“All of our GRACE students deserve 

to learn according to their gifts and 

talents and fees should not 

determine whether a student is able 

to participate.” 
 

WCATY is offered four times 

throughout the school year for 

GRACE 5th - 8th grade students 

scoring a 95% or higher Percentile 

Ranking in the subject areas of 

school year.  Successful WCATY 

students are self-motivated, have 

good time management skills, and 

are able to communicate with the 

instructor and other students 

participating in the class.  Schools 

are advised that participation in 

WCATY is to take the place of the 

student’s Language Arts Reading 

class for the duration of the course.  

Activities are designed to replace five 

hours of class work weekly and often 

require homework.  Students receive 

a grade with comments from 

WCATY at the completion of the 

course. 
 

Parents seeking additional 

information about the WCATY 

Program can contact their school 

principal or James Cullen at the 

GRACE Office (499-7330 ext. 308). 

Reading and Language Usage on 

their most recent MAP assessment.  

A student scoring in the 90-94% 

Percentile Ranking in Reading and 

Language Usage can be eligible based 

on a school team decision.  

Students participating in WCATY 

are part of an on-line learning 

community led by a certified teacher 

in which they use higher level 

thinking skills as they converse and 

learn with each other.  The courses 

are relevant, challenging, and 

students are encouraged to consider 

how they interact with the world 

around them through explorative 

questioning.  WCATY’s research-

based strategies for online 

instruction ignite imagination, 

evaluation, and creative thinking.  

Students meet face-to-face with each 

other and their instructor three times 

throughout the course at one of the  

GRACE schools.  A student is able 

to take up to four courses during the 

GRACE Technology - School Libraries 

As we continue to evolve with GRACE, a library 

system is being designed to use common software, 

hosted by Follett, and managed as a GRACE 

System.   
 

With the support of the GRACE leadership team, 

librarians and technology personnel are 

implementing the Follett library system for seven of 

our nine schools for the 2013-14 school year.  For 

some of the schools, the change will be minimal. 

 For others, the implementation will be an upgrade 

and a learning opportunity.   
 

A benefit to a common library solution will allow us 

to assist one another, provide the opportunity to 

share resources and efficiently manage our library 

software expenses.   This project is scheduled to be 

complete by March 31, 2014.  Next year, we will 

address the library systems for the remaining 

GRACE Schools.  
 

By Link Fink - GRACE Technology Coordinator  

GRACE Technology - cont. from pg. 1 

Kindergarten students from St. Matthew 

school make good use of empty milk jugs by 

creating an igloo to help get through the cold, 

snowy  winter. 
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Applications for the WI Parental 

Choice Program for the 2014-2015 

school year are now being accepted.  

Parents who meet the qualifications 

can go online at http://

sms.dpi.wi.gov/wpcp-statewide to 

apply.  All families who qualified last 

summer are not required to provide 

any financial information, even if they 

were not selected.  However, all 

families need to provide proof of 

residency at the GRACE Office, 

located at1087 Kellogg Street in 

Green Bay.  
 

FOR THE 43 STUDENTS 

SELECTED IN 2013-2014 

♦ Go online to verify intention to 

stay in the program for 2014-

2015. 

♦ Provide ‘Proof of Residency’ at 

the GRACE Office. 

Resurrection - St. Matthew Committee Completes Discussions 

Dances, Socials , Catholic Schools 

Week. 

♦ Explore an additional ‘early class 

period’ for middle school students 

from both schools. 

♦ The Committee urges both 

parishes & schools to sponsor 

cooperative programs in athletics, 

scouts, etc. 

♦ The Committee agreed that use of 

multi-age classrooms is appropriate 

where enrollment is low. 
 

The Committee left the longer-term 

issues for future collaborative 

discussion.  

Fr. Radecki, GRACE President.  The 

Committee decided to focus on ideas 

for potential implementation in the 

near future.  The following items 

represent areas for collaboration 

between the schools/parishes. 
 

♦ Appoint a single principal for 

both schools in the future. 

♦ Share staff between the schools. 

♦ Explore a common before & 

after-school care program. 

♦ Develop common events with 

both schools participating: 

Masses, Service Projects, Student 

In the fall and winter of the 

current school year, the pastors, 

parish-school representatives, 

principals and GRACE President 

met monthly to discuss ways to 

enhance school programming 

through greater collaboration. 

Members of the committee 

included:  Bishop Morneau, 

Resurrection pastor, Fr. Philip, 

St. Matthew’s pastor, principals 

Kay Franz and Brad Norcross, 

school/parish representatives 

Callie Lacy, Kelly Fitzgerald, Mary 

Buresh, Gerry Faller, Kevin 

Bielinski, Wayne Wichlacz and 

Free Education with Parental Choice Program 

in Madison.  If you do not have the 

correct information, your application 

cannot be verified.   
 

Applicants are advised to begin the 

process early in case additional 

documentation is needed.  Due to 

Easter Break, the final day that the 

GRACE Office will assist with 

applications is Wednesday, April 16, 

2014.  Questions can be directed to 

Donna Sommers at (920) 499-7330. 

FOR PREVIOUS APPLICANTS 

PLACED ON THE WAITING 

LIST 

♦ Go online to verify intention 

to stay in the program for 

2014-2015. 

♦ Provide ‘Proof of Residency’ at 

the GRACE Office. 
 

FOR NEW APPLICANTS 

♦ Go online to complete an 

application for 2014-2015. 

♦ Provide required financial 

information to the GRACE 

Office. 

♦ Provide ‘Proof of Residency’ to 

the GRACE Office. 
 

The required information to the 

GRACE Office is very important 

to a successful application.  The 

GRACE Office must verify that 

the family meets the financial and 

residency requirements before an 

application is accepted at the 

Department of Public Instruction 

The Walk to Mary will be held 

on Saturday, May 3, 2014.  You 

can register on-line at 

www.walktomary.com  A new 

addition to the Walk is being 

planned for the final two miles 

for school children. 
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GRACE Evening of the Arts 

Thursday, May 1st 

Notre Dame Academy 

6:30 pm 

Upcoming Events at Notre 

Dame Academy 

 
April 3:  Showing of documentary, “Finding Kind” 6:30 

   p.m. at NDA.  (For mature middle school 

   students)  
 

May 3:  Come to the Cabaret 7:00 p.m. at NDA  
 

May 10:  NEW DATE** Triton Runway Fashion    

   Extravaganza at NDA  

2013 - 2014 Audit Report 
 

The auditing firm, Schenck, SC completed its 

annual audit of the 2012-2013 GRACE financial 

books.  The audit revealed a solid financial result 

erasing the previous year’s deficit and creating a 

surplus reserve.  The GRACE Board is creating a 

Reserve Fund to strengthen the financial viability 

of GRACE operations. 

In observance of the Lenten Season, students at Our Lady of Lourdes School receive blessed ashes. 

Joel 2:12-14 

Yet even now, says the Lord, 

Return to me with all your heart, 

With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

Rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relents from punishing. 

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain-offering and a drink-offering 

for the Lord, your God? 
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Fundations: A Success Story in Reading Progress  

“Building	academic	excellence	and	life	skills	while	growing	in	our	Catholic	faith”	

phonetically irregular.  Students' 

spelling is assessed at the end of 

each unit on a Unit Test that 

covers the spelling rules and 

concepts and Trick Words taught 

in that unit.  Words from past 

units are also included. Teachers 

can choose to send home lists of 

new and review trick words for 

their students to commit to 

memory.  
 

In each unit the students learn 

spelling rules and concepts that 

teach them the structure of the 

English language.  With this 

knowledge, they are able to spell 

many more words than they would 

if they were exposed to a 

memorized list of ten or twenty 

words.  Because they learn why the 

words are spelled the way they are, 

they are able to better apply this 

knowledge to daily written work.”  

http://www.fundations.com/

faq.aspx 
 

Kindergarten and 1st grade teachers 

GRACE schools started 

implementing Fundations during 

the 2012-2013 school year.  

GRACE started with 

Kindergarten and first grade and 

throughout the next couple 

school years will have all second 

and third grades fully 

implemented.  This is a very 

exciting program as it provides 

children of varying learning 

abilities with a foundation for 

reading and spelling.  Each level 

of Fundations presents skills in a 

carefully structured scope and 

sequence.  New skills build on 

previously taught skills and are 

brought forward cumulatively: 

from unit to unit, year to year. 

The skills that are taught are 

letter formation, phonological 

and Phonemic Awareness, 

sound mastery, phonics, 

vocabulary, irregular (trick) word 

instruction, fluency, 

comprehension, and written 

composition. 
 

A few parents have asked me this 

year, “Why doesn’t my child have 

spelling tests anymore?”  

According to the Fundations 

website,” it is a comprehensive 

approach to spelling which 

provides students with the skills 

they need to spell both words that 

are phonetically regular (follow 

the rules of the English language) 

and the ten percent of the words 

in our language that are 

at St. John the Baptist School are in 

their second year of teaching 

Fundations.  They incorporate a 30-

minute daily Fundations lesson into 

their language arts instruction.  Some 

students receive small group 

instruction to reinforce and extend 

each lesson taught by their teacher.  

The teachers and I have seen notable 

growth in student ability and test 

scores.  After the fall MAP tests, St. 

John the Baptist first graders are 

100% proficient and the second 

graders are 95% proficient in 

Reading.  I also do a Words Their Way 

spelling inventory on all first - eighth 

grade students.  This spelling 

inventory assesses the students’ ability 

to write the sounds in words.  The 

first and second grade winter spelling 

inventory scores showed that 92% of 

first graders and 94% of second 

graders were meeting expectations. 
 

This has been an amazing couple of 

years working with the teachers of 

GRACE and the implementation of 

the Fundation curriculum.  This 

program has shown me more growth 

in teachers than any program I have 

worked with in the past.  We have 

become a great GRACE team due to 

the built in coaching days for 

continued support.  The results show 

that our students are understanding 

words better and are able to apply 

those strategies in their reading, 

writing and spelling.   

 

By April Padalino, St. John the Baptist School 

Reading Specialist 

Jeff Kaftan principal  

St. Thomas More 

School 

Kay Franz principal  

St. Matthew & 

Resurrection Schools  

2014-2015 Principal  

Appointments  

Announced  



LET US HELP YOU! - Call (920) 499-7330 

 

Business Services  ............... Heidi Janowski ext. 307 

Financial Aid  ..................... Donna Sommers ext. 303 

Student Registration  ......... Donna Sommers ext. 303 

Verify Tuition & Fees  ....... Donna Sommers ext. 303 

Human Resources  ............. Open Position 

Student Services  ................ James Cullen ext. 308 

Campaign Gifts .................... President’s Office ext. 303 
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2013-14 GRACE  Schools Calendar 

March 24 - 28 ....................... No Classes/Spring Break 

April 18 ................................ No Classes/GOOD FRIDAY 

April 20 ................................ Easter 

April 21 ................................ Make-up Day  

May 2 .................................... Lourdes Only (Early Dismissal) 

May 26 .................................. No Classes/Memorial Day 

June 5 ................................... Early Dismissal/Last Day of Classes 

June 5 ................................... Make-up Day (St. John The Baptist - Full Day) 

June 6 ................................... Make-up Day (St. John the Baptist - Early Release) 


