
April 30, 2014

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Easter Prayer:
Father, by the Easter mystery you touch our lives with the healing power of your love.
You have given us the freedom and the promise of eternal life.  May we who celebrate
your gift, find joy in it forever in heaven.  May each of us make your love known in all
that we say and do.  May we instill in others the sense of hope that you have given to us.
We ask all this through Jesus our Savior.  Amen.

Special Reminders:
 Book Fair – Family “Nacho Night” – Tonight 5-7pm – Gym & Library
 Please note that mass this Friday is at 9:15am with Father Merkatoris.
 The May Crowning will take place on Friday, May 16th at 11:15am.

Map Testing:
Our students have either begun MAP testing or will begin shortly.  Please make sure your
child is getting plenty of sleep in preparation of the test.  Also, stress to them the
importance to try their hardest on the test.

Shrine Field Trip:
Grades 1-8 will be going to the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help on Friday, May 9th.
The students will have the opportunity to attend mass at the Shrine, while experiencing a
wonderful opportunity to become closer to Christ. We will also be doing the Living
Rosary that aligns with our Catholic Virtue & Value Program, as the Rosary is our theme
this school year. Please be sure return the permission in a timely fashion. We will be
looking for one chaperone in 4th, 6th, and 8th grades. Chaperones would be needed
from approximately 9:15 to 2:00. Please let the office know if you are available to
chaperone. Thank you.

Music News:
Tomorrow is the all GRACE band concert at Notre Dame Academy at 6:00pm.  It is an
opportunity to come see all of the GRACE schools perform in one large concert.  Our
spring concert is Thursday, May 8th at 6:30pm.  Students in our band, middle school
choir, and elementary classes will be putting on a show that you don’t want to miss.
Enjoy a night of fun songs and show tunes that Mrs. Maertz has been diligently been
putting together.  Lastly, band sign up will be Thursday, May 15th in the library at
6:30pm.  This is for all students interested in grades 3rd-7th grade.  Representatives from
Heid music will be at Holy Cross to help your student find which instrument is right for
them.
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Safe Environment Lessons:
Our teachers are currently presenting safe environment lessons to their students.  Reports
of violent crimes are a daily news item.  We have become all too familiar with stories of
physical and sexual abuse.  More and more these crimes involve children as victims.
Once a problem rarely discussed, child sexual abuse is now a prominent concern and one
that the Catholic Church takes very seriously.  At this critical time in the church, we are
presented with an opportunity to educate ourselves and our children in order to prevent
future incidents of abuse.

As part of the Church’s commitment to keep children safe, we are planning lessons for
our children which will help them remain safe because they are aware of their own body,
have designated someone they feel safe with and can trust to tell, and that they can
receive help with feeling guilt or shame if they do tell.

The Diocese of Green Bay has requested that Catholic schools devote the equivalent of
three (3) classes per year to this issue.  As members of this school community, we feel
that we can be partners with parents in giving children information so they can tell
someone if they are harmed or in danger of being harmed and can assist in their own self-
protection.  Together we minimize the risk of all child abuse, especially child sexual
abuse.

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the lessons or its contents please
feel free to contact your child’s teacher.

Walk to Mary:
Exciting news about this year’s Walk to Mary pilgrimage that
takes place this Saturday: EWTN Global Catholic Network
and Dolan Productions, LCC, will produce and air a 30
minute documentary about the Walk to Mary.  Filming of the
documentary will takes place at this year’s walk, and will air
October 9 on EWTN.  Register now to participate in the 2nd

annual 21 mile walking pilgrimage, with various join-in
points to shorten the route, (including Holy Cross!)
beginning at the National Shrine of St. Joseph at St. Norbert Abbey in De Pere, and
concluding at the Shrine of our Lady of Good Help in Champion.  Funds raised by the
Walk to Mary will be used to support Catholic education.  Learn more and register at
www.walktomary.com!

Ministry Opportunity:
We have an exciting ministry opportunity for one or two married couples in our parish!

Would you like to help engaged couples on their journey to the sacrament of
marriage? Become a FOCCUS facilitator! FOCCUS stands for “Facilitate Open, Caring
Communication, Understanding and Study." FOCCUS facilitators work with engaged
couples to discuss the results of an online inventory survey covering important topics
including communication, problem-solving, religion, dual careers, parenting, intimacy,
finances and more.



If you are willing to participate in this important stewardship of time and talent, Holy
Cross Parish will pay for your training! There are two upcoming facilitator training
sessions:

 Saturday, May 3, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM at St. Louis Parish, Dyckesville
 Saturday, May 17, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM at Nativity Parish

Please fill out the attached form and return it at your soonest convenience to the parish
office at holycross@new.rr.com.

Kelly’s Korner:
Well Hello Sunshine!

Can you believe it!?! The sun actually made an appearance today and it was glorious!
The shine was bouncing off the cars and blinding me. I'll take it! Sunny days just make
me happy.

Tonight is the "Nacho Bar Family Night" for the book fair from 5-7pm. Please come out
and enjoy it with your children. It is a great way to pick up a book for them or as a
present for someone. It encourages our children to read more. You can also donate to
your child's classroom. The teachers have made a list of what books they would like and
you can pick up a slip and purchase one for them. Prices range from as little as $1.00 up
to $40.00. It all depends on what you are looking for. I found a great book to help my
little Max learn to read better and it is only $4.99.

If you stop in please say "Thank you" to Heidi Martin for doing this event again. It is not
an easy thing to throw together and she really puts a lot of work into making it a fun
event every year. And we can raise money for our very own school library to add more
wonderful books to it. So there really is a greater purpose to this event also. Let's try to
raise the roof this year and explode the goal that is set. I know we can exceed it! I mean
come on, this is Holy Cross and we ROCK!

ILLNESS:
We still have the bad cold and cough going through our school. Please send cough drops
with your child if they use them.

We have also had a confirmed case of strep throat and a few confirmed cases yet of high
fevers and vomiting and a case of pneumonia. This has been a tough year with the colder
weather.

Please continue to send your children with hats and warmer coats as we have been going
outside when we can and it is a bit chilly in the wind.

PARENT CONNECTION BOARD:
I have put up a giant school calendar on the board stating only school events. It takes a lot
of work. I am trying to figure out how I might be able to just make a large copy of my
monthly calendar to pin up there instead to save time. I would like it to be 3' x 5' if



possible. I checked with Office Max but it was quite costly and they are not able to do it
that big. I would like it in color but on white paper. If anyone has any ideas or knows of
someone or some place please let me know.

I sent an email out last night with the calendar attached and some people wrote in that it
came all messed up. This happened last month also so I think it is something with the
way I sent it. I am trying to fix that. Never fear it was all correct and a printed copy is
coming home in the parent folder today. I tried to put some inspirational quotes on it to
fill in some spaces. I know it is a bit busy looking but I hope you like it.

OTHER:
Whew this is a long Kelly's Korner! FAST (Families And School Together) along with
school put on the Family Supper last Thursday to celebrate the 8th graders who will be
graduating this year. It was such a nice event. I know everyone is busy especially with
spring sports starting up but I hope that next year more families from all the grades will
come and enjoy it. Some day it will be your child that we are celebrating and it is nice to
see the place full of families. It is a free event for all and the food is always delicious! So
next year think about it and mark your calendars to come and join in.

Have a great evening everyone and I hope soon this rain stops and the sun keeps shining
longer so we can enjoy it more when we get home from our busy days.

Take care,

Kelly

Catholic Fun Fact:
On April 30, 1904, the famous St. Louis World’s Fair opened, and the fairgrounds lit up
like a dream world with hundreds of electric lights.  That wouldn’t be unusual today, but
it was in 1904 because that was the first time most people had ever seen an electric light!
It was also the first time the fairgoers had ever tasted hot dogs, iced tea, and ice cream
cones!  Can you imagine what the world must have been like before electric lights and ice
cream?  Aren’t you lucky you were born after they were invented!

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


