
April 9, 2014

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Lenten Prayer:
Lord of all, help us continue to be a source of strength and
support for one another.  We never know the pain and suffering
that those around us bear.  We look at smiles that often hide
great sorrow.  We look at faces that display no pain.  May we
always provide comfort to those around us, exercise patience in
times of trial, and offer a place of refuge for those whose
suffering is too great to bear. Amen.

Growth & Development:
Just a reminder to parents that Michelle Cullen will be giving presentations to 4th-8th

grade tomorrow in regards to Growth and Development.  Please remember to return your
permission slips if you want your child to attend.  Anyone with questions or wanting
more details can contact Michelle directly at (920) 676-0386 or via e-mail
tmcullen@sbcglobal.net

The Living Way Stations of the Cross:
The 5th grade class will be presenting The Living Way Stations of the
Cross on Wednesday, April 16th.  We invite members of the school and
parish community to attend this wonderful presentation.  People can
either attend at 2:00PM and/or 6:00PM; both presentations will be at the
church.

Seder Meal:
Our students, faculty and staff will be taking part in a Seder
Meal on Holy Thursday, April 17th. The meal is lead by our
eighth grade class. All students (4K-8) participate.
Traditionally the entire school partakes in the meal, and we
highly encourage our families to continue that tradition, thank
you!  We are appreciative of our school nutrition staff for
putting together the menu for the Seder meal.  This is just
another example of how our school integrates our Catholic
faith in the education of our students.
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In Jewish tradition, the Seder Meal begins the eight day Passover Festival. The Seder
Meal is a highly symbolic ritual that commemorates and passes on the story of the
Israelites' flight from slavery in Egypt. Celebratory themes of the Seder include: Jewish
identity, faith in the future and the right of all people to be free.

As Christians, the Passover has powerful additional layers significance in that the Last
Supper -- commemorated on Holy Thursday--was a Passover Seder. We believe that
Jesus celebrated and instituted the Eucharist at this celebration. At our Seder meal, as a
school family we retell the story of the Exodus through this ritual, ever mindful of its
connection to the Last Supper.

In addition to being a spiritual expression, the meal is delicious! Our Seder meal
includes:

 Baked chicken: symbolizes the sacrificial lamb offered by the Israelites and
was eaten on the eve of their departure from Egypt. Whether we actually eat
lamb at this meal or not, Christians have retained the symbolism of the
Lamb of God.

 Charoset* (grated apples and dates, cinnamon, honey, grape juice), stirred
together...yummy! This symbolizes the mortar which the Hebrew slaves
used in their servitude.

 Pita bread (or matzah): in memory of the unleavened bread which the Jews
ate when they were freed from Egypt.

 Hard boiled egg: The roasted egg (baytsah) is a symbol in many different
cultures, usually signifying springtime and renewal. Here it stands in place
of one of the sacrificial offerings which was performed in the days of the
Second Temple. Another popular interpretation is that the egg is like the
Jewish people: the hotter you make it for them, the tougher they get.

 Fresh parsley: Bitter herbs, symbolizes the bitterness of slavery.
 Shredded lettuce (with a very light oil, vinegar, herb type dressing): used as

a token of gratitude to God for the products of the earth.
 A glass of grape juice in place of wine (no milk with this meal): Everyone

at the Seder has a cup from which they drink four cups of grape juice.
Traditionally, the four cups represent the four biblical promises of
redemption. Others say the four cups represent the four letters in the
unspeakable Name of God.

* We will offer samples of Charoset in the lunchroom prior to our Seder meal.
SOURCES
Catholic Recipe: Holy Thursday Meal Menu: http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=349
Catholic Activity: The Seder Meal as a Christian Home Celebration: Preparing and Celebrating the
Holy ThursdayMeal: http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=544
The Symbolic Foods at a Passover Seder: http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-symbolic-foods-at-a-passover-seder.html

Shrine Field Trip:
Grades 1-8 will be going to the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help on Friday, May 9th.
The students will have the opportunity to attend mass at the Shrine, while experiencing a
wonderful opportunity to become closer to Christ. We will also be doing the Living
Rosary that aligns with our Catholic Virtue & Value Program, as the Rosary is our theme
this school year. Please look for the permission to come home in an upcoming parent



folder. We will be looking for two chaperones per classroom. Please let the office
know if you are available to chaperone. Thank you.

Wisconsin Parental Choice:
The open application period to apply for the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program
continues to be open through 4/20/2014.

 Families of students with a voucher are directed to go online
at http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/wpcp-statewide to reapply for the 2014-2015 school
year. You will need to provide proof of residency to the GRACE office at 1087
Kellogg St.

 New families applying for a voucher are directed to go online
at http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/wpcp-statewide and will need to provide proof of
income and residency to the GRACE office at 1087 Kellogg St.

All documents need to be verified at the GRACE Office by Wednesday, April 16th
before 3:30 pm. If you have any questions, please contact the GRACE Office at 499-
7330.

Kelly’s Korner:
Good Afternoon Everyone!

I hope you all are getting out finally and enjoying this awesome weather that we are
having! Please let it stay!!

ILLNESS

We have had lots of coughing and runny noses going through the school lately. There
have been many kids out sick with a bad cough, fever, and runny nose. I have even heard
of one confirmed case of pneumonia.

Also I have heard of only a few cases of 24 hour flu. This sounds like a bad one though.
They are experiencing both vomiting and diarrhea.

Please watch for dehydration with all these illnesses. Push those fluids! Remember that
your child has to be fever and symptom free for 24 hours before returning to
school. This means if they vomited during the day or evening but then wake up the next
day and feel fine DO NOT SEND THEM TO SCHOOL! The virus can still be with them
and spread to others.

I would like to do a shout out to Mr.
Tom McCarron. He was so very kind
and generous to donate a new
thermometer for the office. It is just
like the one in the doctor’s office so
this should be as accurate as
possible. THANK YOU
MR. MCCARRON! Here are some
pictures of this cool new
thermometer.



ENTRANCE TO SCHOOL

I have not been answering the door when people come to school in the safe and correct
way. This is going to change. Even if I know who you are and I will not be doing special
favors for ANYONE, I will say “Welcome to Holy Cross School. How can I help you?"
Please state your name and reason for being here. It is really for the safety of everyone. If
I do not do it every time I answer the bell I will start to let it slide. We always have to be
aware of the safety of our children. So even if it is raining, snowing, windy, sleet, a heavy
box in your hand, you name it, I will still ask you the above question. Please answer
appropriately even it is not how you are feeling at the moment.

Please once you have entered the building, come to the office and check in. You always
need to sign the book letting us know you were here. If you are dropping your child off
late to school you also need to come in with them and sign them in. I will no longer just
write them a tardy slip even if I am related to the person. Please come in really quickly
and sign them in. It is the way it has always been. I know we are a big family of friends
and that is what I love about Holy Cross. It is like coming to a friend’s house. However
for everyone's safety we need to be more diligent with this. It is when we let our guards
down that things can happen and I am not willing to let anything happen to all my kids if
I can help it. Please work with me on this.

PARENT CONNECTION BOARD

The parent connection board is the giant bulletin board outside my office before the boy’s
bathroom. It has lots of useful information on it. I always keep the monthly lunch menu,
calendar with the playground/kitchen duties, facilities calendar (I do this right before the
beginning of the month so it might change if something was added or deleted), and
anything else that might be of importance for the students, teachers, and
parents. PLEASE CHECK IT OUT.

I am also trying to implement a large monthly calendar on the board that I can switch out
monthly. It will only have important school information on it. The regular school
calendar will be hanging next to it. My hope is that if it is bigger and has less stuff on it
we will all see it better and not forget things. I am the biggest offender of this. I get my
monthly calendar that I make and I put it in a pile or even on the side of the refrigerator
and never look at it again. I look at it everyday at school but it still doesn't sink in and I
forget that it was choice dress day and then I have a not so happy child. Whoops!

I hope you all had a great time last night at Smart Cow last night! I hope we did a great
job and I can't wait to see which class won! How exciting! I hope we continue to do more
things like this and also support our local establishments.

Have a great evening!

Kelly



Operation Rice Bowl:
Just a quick reminder that Rice Bowls need to be returned to church this weekend.  If you
forget, you can turn it in anytime next week as well.  But the sooner, the better. 

Catholic Fun Fact:
Did anyone ever tell you that “you look fresh as a daisy”?  Well,
that fresh looking flower is the flower for April!  Daisies have a
yellow center with white petals, and you might see them in a
garden or just growing wild by the side of a road!  Some girls have
the same name as this pretty spring flower.  Do you know anyone
named Daisy?  Do you know anyone with the same name as any
other flower?  Think of some flower names, pick out the one you
like best, and then thank God for your favorite flower!

We hope everyone had a restful and safe Spring Break!

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


