
December 11, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Christmas Events:
Mrs. Maertz has been diligently working with our students to prepare for tomorrow
evening’s Christmas concert.  It was great to see the fabulous job they did this morning
for their dress rehearsal. Please join our school community tomorrow evening in the gym
at 6:30pm to hear some wonderful Christmas music by our students.

We have two Christmas events taking place on Wednesday, December 18th.  The 5th

grade has their Charlie Brown Christmas in the gym at 1:15pm (dress rehearsal –
9:30am), and the 4K Christmas Pageant is at 6:00pm in the gym.

Advent Reflection:
Some of the heavy burdens you might bring to Jesus in this season are
painful memories of past Christmases, loneliness, divided families.  All
that you do to promote unity this season gladdens the heart of Christ.
Because you are crowned with faithful and unconditional love, whom
do you want to forgive, how can you bring about reconciliations,
what can you do to heal divisions in our very broken world?  Ask
the Spirit to teach you.  Ask for the gift of gladdening the heart of
Christ.

Thank you, creative God, for giving us yourself in human flesh, like us in every way,
tempted as we are to be quick to anger, unforgiving.  Thank you that he lives within us,
as your light and joy in our war-weary world.

Cookie Walk:
The annual Cookie Walk is this Friday, Dec. 13 from 1:00 to 5:00 (note the times are
incorrect on the school calendar). The families of Holy Cross athletes sponsor the Cookie
Walk.  A Cookie Walk is an elegant display of exceptionally yummy Christmas goodies
(from cutouts to Bourbon balls and everything in between).  You can walk around the
tables, grab one of our boxes and fill it with any combination you choose to purchase for
your families and guests this holiday season.  You pay by the pound. Stop in and
supplement your baking with some of our goodies for your Christmas guests.
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Dress Code Reminder:
In the past several weeks, students have had to be reminded of the dress code.  The dress
code can be on page 25 of the school handbook.  As a reminder, please see below:

The Dress Code for Holy Cross Catholic School is as follows:
 Solid colored shirts and blouses, with collars and sleeves, including turtlenecks,

long/short sleeved polo shirts.
 All shirts and blouses must be tucked in at all times.
 Navy, black, brown, or tan cotton twill or corduroy pants; no blue jeans, sweat

pants, stretch, carpenter, or cargo pants.
 Navy, black, brown, or tan skirts, skorts, or jumpers.
 Solid colored sweaters, fleeces pullovers, sweatshirts, and vests; no logos except

for Holy Cross Spirit Wear.
 Tennis shoes or others with socks; no sandals, clogs, platforms shoes, or roller

shoes.

In terms of choice dress days, students should understand we are a Catholic school and
should still wear appropriate clothing.  Any type of clothing or grooming that is
disruptive and/or inappropriate (examples: yoga/tight fitting leggings [unless with a
skirt], jeans with holes, sweatpants worn too low, etc.) will not be permitted.  I’m not a
fashion expert by any means, but I expect our students to dress appropriately.

With Choice Dress day in mind, on Thursday, December 19th, we will have a Christmas
Red & Green Dress Down Day to continue with our spirit of the Christmas Season at
Holy Cross.

Winter Weather:
Now that we have snow that is going to be staying around, please make sure you are
sending your student to school with the proper winter clothing.  Boots and snow pants
will be required when there is snow on the playground.  Per our school handbook, All
students through grade 5 must have boots and snow pants during the winter months.
Grades 6-8 need them to leave the blacktop during the winter months.  During months
with snow, students are not allowed to bring outside equipment to school, such as
snowboards, sled, etc.  We do not allow bikes or skateboards during recess in the fall or
spring, so we will not begin this trend in the winter.

Saint Trivia:
Evan (4th) and Wyatt (4K) Goral knew that St. Mary Magdalene was known as the
Penitent and ended her days as a contemplative in a cave in southern France. Although
she was a great sinner, Mary’s repentance was so complete and so fervent that when
Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared first to her, and then to his disciples. Evan and
Wyatt won a free game of open bowling at Riviera Lanes.

This week’s question is which Saint was the first priest to experience the stigmata?
Families can turn in one answer, and all students in the family will be eligible to win.
Families with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing that will take place every



Tuesday, so submissions must be turned in by then.  Answers can be submitted by e-mail,
turned in with the parent folder, or turned into Mr. VanEffen.

Registration/Enrollment:
Registration for the 2014-2015 school year is rapidly approaching.  As you are well
aware of, we ran into some class size problems during the summer.  There was the
possibility of classes being combined. To avoid this problem again in the future, we have
to be conscientious about spreading the word of the wonderful Catholic education that
exists at Holy Cross Catholic School.  I challenge all of our families to help increase our
enrollment next school year, word of mouth by our current families is the best form of
marketing a school can have.  Please pass the word about Holy Cross to your friends and
family, or if you know of any prospective families that are interested, please have them
contact me.  All families have the opportunity to apply for financial aid through GRACE.
I firmly believe a realistic goal is to increase our K-8 enrollment by 10-12 students. Even
with that increase in students we would still have our small class sizes with a faith-based
environment. It’s an attainable goal, which I believe our school community can
accomplish!

Wisconsin Tax Deduction for Tuition Expenses:
The governor signed into law new tax legislation giving Wisconsin taxpayers the
opportunity to deduct Catholic school tuition expenses from their taxable income
beginning on or after January 1, 2014.  A subtraction from income is allowed for tuition
expenses that are paid to any of the GRACE Catholic schools.  For each elementary
student, the maximum amount of tuition expenses which a claimant may subtract in a
taxable year is $4,000.  For each secondary student, a taxpayer can claim up to $10,000.
If a student is in grade 8 for part of a taxable year and then becomes a high school student
in the same taxable year, the parent may claim the subtraction for only one grade for that
student in that taxable year.  Consult a tax advisor if you need further details.

Pay it Forward:
Please continue to participate in our Pay it Forward program! We are nearing the end of
school days in December and, we are continuing to put our efforts forth on donating non-
perishable food items to Paul’s Pantry.  As Catholics, we should feel the need to assist
whoever may need it at any given time.  By implementing “Pay it Forward,” our school
community continues to support the way of Jesus.  Even our Lord Jesus himself, said “It
is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Parking Lot Reminder:
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you
for your attention on this detail.



VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check. This will
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper
process. All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below
for more information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html

Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.

Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

If your student arrives at school after 7:40am, he/she is considered tardy.  If your student
is tardy, parent/guardian needs to sign the student in at the office.

Kelly’s Korner:

Hello,

Our collection of personal care items and household needs was a huge success! The
people at the Freedom House were so grateful to get the donations, especially this time of
year. Good job Holy Cross at putting others first.

Now the 8th graders and Kindergartners are collecting non perishable food items for
Paul’s Pantry. Please consider donating to this “Pay it Forward” event.

Don’t forget to take some time during this crazy busy time of the year to get the family
together and watch a favorite or new holiday movie, or grab some hot chocolate and get
in the car to take in all the beautiful Christmas lights in the area. That is probably one of
my favorite things to do at Christmas (and Halloween).

I will be out of the office this Friday, December 13. Jill Bourdelais my Friday parent
helper will be taking my place in the office. She is always a great addition to our staff!
Mr. VanEffen will also be out the first part of the morning.

I hope you all enjoy the Christmas Concert tomorrow as the children and Mrs. Maertz
have really been putting in a lot of hard work. I’ll see you there.

Kelly



Office Hours:
A reminder that school office hours are Monday-Thursday from 7:20am-3:20pm and
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Tomorrow is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe – another special day to honor Mary, a
feast celebrated especially in Mexico with prayers and processions.  This would be a
good day to get out your family’s Christmas crib set – Mary, Joseph, the Baby Jesus, the
shepherds, and lambs.  If you don’t have a crib set, buy one or make one!  Just draw the
Christmas scene on construction paper or cardboard.  Put your crib scene in a special
place of honor in your home as a reminder that it will soon be Happy Birthday, Jesus
Day!

As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


