
December 18, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Advent Reflection:
May you be reassured that doing God’s will, although perplexing and
difficult, always leads to blessings beyond your wildest imagination.

As we approach the celebration of the Birth of the Lord Jesus, we
are being bombarded with “Holiday Songs.”  Most of them are
upbeat, joyous, and get us excited.  Every once in a while, a true
Christmas song is played which helps us take the time to reflect on
the events we are called to celebrate in a week.  One such inspirational and reflective
song is Michael Card’s Joseph’s Song.  What impresses me about this song is the
question that must have gone through Joseph’s mind, “How could it be?”  It must have
been a very perplexing time to find out that his betrothed was pregnant with a Child,
Whom he knew was not his.  Then even more unimaginable, to have a dream in which an
angel announces that this Child is the promised Messiah.  The key line in the song, for
me, is the prayer which Joseph raises to God, the Abba, “Father, show me where I fit into
this plan of Yours.”  This should be our prayer, not just as we prepare to celebrate
Christmas, but always.

Chioce Dress:
Remember tomorrow we will have a Christmas Red & Green Dress Down Day to
continue with our spirit of the Christmas Season at Holy Cross.

Knights of Columbus Christmas Poster Contest:
The past couple of weeks, Grades 1-5 have been working on the Knights of Columbus
Christmas Poster Contest.  The theme for this year is “The True Meaning of Christmas.”
Each grade level was judged separately and the criterion was based on expression of
theme, originality, and artistic quality.  Two winners were selected from each grade to go
onto the Diocesan level.  Bea Rosabella Rayel took 1st place for the 2nd grade level, and
her poster will go onto the regional contest.  While Milena Schwitzer (1st grade) and
Sonja Gapinski (5th grade) tied for 2nd place in their respective grade levels.
Congratulations!
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Winter Weather:
Now that we have snow that is going to be staying around, please make sure you are
sending your student to school with the proper winter clothing.  Boots and snow pants
will be required when there is snow on the playground.  Per our school handbook, All
students through grade 5 must have boots and snow pants during the winter months.
Grades 6-8 need them to leave the blacktop during the winter months.  During months
with snow, students are not allowed to bring outside equipment to school, such as
snowboards, sled, etc.  We do not allow bikes or skateboards during recess in the fall or
spring, so we will not begin this trend in the winter.

Saint Trivia:
Abigail (6th), Jacob (3rd), and Alivia (4K) VanOoyen knew that St. Pio of Pietrelcina was
the first priest to experience the stigmata.  St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) felt drawn
early in life to the priesthood, and is famed not only for having received the stigmata, but
also for sitting up to 12 hours a day in the confessional to counsel people. The
VanOoyen’s won a free game of open bowling at Riviera Lanes.

We will continue the Saint Trivia after Christmas break.  Look for the next question in
the first newsletter after break.

Registration/Enrollment:
Registration for the 2014-2015 school year is rapidly approaching.  As you are well
aware of, we ran into some class size problems during the summer.  There was the
possibility of classes being combined. To avoid this problem again in the future, we have
to be conscientious about spreading the word of the wonderful Catholic education that
exists at Holy Cross Catholic School.  I challenge all of our families to help increase our
enrollment next school year, word of mouth by our current families is the best form of
marketing a school can have.  Please pass the word about Holy Cross to your friends and
family, or if you know of any prospective families that are interested, please have them
contact me. One way to pass the word is to “Like” our Facebook page, and share
any of the posts that Mrs. Zehms posts. All families have the opportunity to apply for
financial aid through GRACE. I firmly believe a realistic goal is to increase our K-8
enrollment by 10-12 students. Even with that increase in students we would still have our
small class sizes with a faith-based environment. It’s an attainable goal, which I believe
our school community can accomplish!

Wisconsin Tax Deduction for Tuition Expenses:
The governor signed into law new tax legislation giving Wisconsin taxpayers the
opportunity to deduct Catholic school tuition expenses from their taxable income
beginning on or after January 1, 2014.  A subtraction from income is allowed for tuition
expenses that are paid to any of the GRACE Catholic schools.  For each elementary
student, the maximum amount of tuition expenses which a claimant may subtract in a
taxable year is $4,000.  For each secondary student, a taxpayer can claim up to $10,000.
If a student is in grade 8 for part of a taxable year and then becomes a high school student
in the same taxable year, the parent may claim the subtraction for only one grade for that
student in that taxable year.  Consult a tax advisor if you need further details.



Pay it Forward:
Please continue to participate in our Pay it Forward program! This is our last week to
donate to Paul’s Pantry.  As Catholics, we should feel the need to assist whoever may
need it at any given time.  By implementing “Pay it Forward,” our school community
continues to support the way of Jesus.  Even our Lord Jesus himself, said “It is more
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Parking Lot Reminder:
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you
for your attention on this detail.

VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check. This will
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper
process. All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below
for more information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html

Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.

Wisconsin Parental Choice Information Nights:
GRACE Catholic Schools and Notre Dame Academy have scheduled two information
nights for ALL families interested in the WI Parental Choice Program.  You may attend
either session:
Thursday, January 30th at 6:30 pm  Notre Dame Academy, 610 Mary Hill Dr, Green Bay

Monday, February 24th at 6:30 pm, Our Lady of Lourdes School, 1305 Lourdes Ave, De Pere

Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

If your student arrives at school after 7:40am, he/she is considered tardy.  If your student
is tardy, parent/guardian needs to sign the student in at the office.



Kelly’s Korner:

Happy Holidays Everyone,

I LOVE this time of the year! I love everything about it. The lights, the smells, the fires in
the fireplace, the movies, the presents, the snuggling up with some hot chocolate, friends,
family, music, food, laughter, smiles, quiet time, peace, and the Birth of Jesus. What a very
special time that we all get to enjoy. We are all very blessed!

I want to THANK each and every one of you for trusting and believing in Holy Cross. I truly
believe this is the right place to be and I am very thankful that I was chosen to be here
with all of you. We really do have such a wonderful thing going here! This really is a
community, a family. I hope that you all feel it. If you are in need everyone pulls together to
help and pray. It is MAGICAL.

I hope that everyone enjoys the upcoming Christmas break. Really take the time to enjoy
every little bit, all its wonder and delight. This year I am really going to hold true to that
and make sure not a moment passes by that I don’t count my blessings for all that I have.

I hope Santa brings all of you everything you wish for and that we all have a safe and happy
holiday!

Peace and Blessings,
Kelly

Calendar Correction
Last school year when the Looking Ahead document was published for the 2013-2014
school year, May 23, 2014 was marked as a noon dismissal.  That is an error, as it also
was carried over to the calendar in the school handbook.  In the past, that had been a noon
dismissal for Holy Cross.  But this year, GRACE went to a common calendar for all
schools and that day is a full school day. However, there is a noon dismissal the Friday
before on May 16.  Sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Do you know what the third them for Advent is?  It’s HOPE.  Think about that today.
What is hope?  Well, it’s like a little electric light inside your head that keeps brightening
your view of the world, telling you that things are good now and will get even better!
Hope is like the purr of a kitty cat or the warmth of a soft sweater that makes you feel
cozy and tells you everything will be all right. Hope is God.

Next Newsletter
Due to Christmas break and the short week when we return, the next newsletter and
family folder will be January 8, 2014.



On behalf of the faculty and staff of Holy Cross Catholic School, I would like to wish
each and every family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Safe travels to all
families that will be traveling over Christmas break.

And we’ll see you next year. 

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


