
December 4, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

3 weeks until Christmas, and the staff and students are in full Holiday spirit!

Advent Reflection:
Just a week ago, most of us sat down for a sumptuous feast on Thanksgiving
Day.  We enjoyed being with friends and loved ones as we shared all the
delicious food that had been prepared by us and others.  Yet that feast
was not the end of our celebrating.  More days of great food and
company are in store for us, not just in this month of December, but
even more so in the Final Reign of God in heaven, when we will
feast at the Lord Jesus’ table.  Our Thanksgiving meal was just a
foretaste of what awaits us when Jesus comes again and restores our bodies and ushers us
into the heavenly banquet hall where we will feast with all of God’s loved ones.  In the
meantime, we must do all we can to invite others to prepare themselves for what has
begun, but which will reach its glorious completion at the end of time.  The sharing of
our bountiful gifts from God is a sign that we want to be part of that to which God is
ultimately calling us – eternal, communal life with God and all those who love the Lord
Jesus.

Please also find attached in this e-mail a Family Advent/Christmas Calendar by the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. It gives your family an opportunity to
participate in a variety of activities during the season.

Winter Weather:
With snow in the forecast, and the month of December underway, please make sure you
are sending your student to school with the proper winter clothing.  Boots and snow pants
will be required when there is snow on the playground.  Per our school handbook, All
students through grade 5 must have boots and snow pants during the winter months.
Grades 6-8 need them to leave the blacktop during the winter months.  During months
with snow, students are not allowed to bring outside equipment to school, such as
snowboards, sled, etc.  We do not allow bikes or skateboards during recess in the fall or
spring, so we will not begin this trend in the winter.
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Report Cards:
Please look for your student’s report card today. Please be sure to sign the envelope and
return it to school. Also, students who had perfect attendance for the first trimester will
receive a free kid’s meal from Fazoli’s.

Crazy Coupon Day:
Next Tuesday, December 10th, we will have a Crazy Christmas Coupon Day.  The
form can be found in today’s family folder with more details. Payment and form
are due Monday, December 9th.

Christmas Concert:
Mrs. Maertz has been diligently working with our students to prepare for next week’s
Christmas concert.  It’s wonderful to hear such great Christmas music while at work.
Just a reminder that the dress rehearsal is December 11th at 8:30am, and the concert is
Thursday, December 12th at 6:30pm.

Middle School First Trimester Honors:

Perfect 4.0 High High Honors High Honors Honor Roll
Gracie DeGroot Mariah Michalski McKellin Beauchamp Ashley Lemens
Cassidy Hollon Cole Cullen Jacqueline Brady Brody Stitz
Jenna Cuene Samuel Nennig Ellen Meeuwsen Gioia Cumicek
Anna Kaye Grant Shilbauer Connor Elsing Rachel Basten
Bailee Malcore Kaitlyn Borseth Grace Wheeler Ethan Motquin
Brelyn McCarron Madison Hansen Katherine Ziefle Emily Conard
Mia Turek Katherine Zeise Cade Van Hout Rio O’Toole
Abigail VanOoyen Adison Karbon Paul Gapinski Lauren Schauer

Olivia Cullen Jonathan Fry Ryan Martin
Madison Vincent
Michael Kosmoski

Saint Trivia:
Brody Schleis in 4K knew that St. Bernadette revealed a spring with healing powers at
the behest of the Virgin Mary. The Holy Mother appeared to St. Bernadette 17 times, and
asked her to pray for sinners, do penance, and have a chapel built.  Because people did
not believe her, the Holy Mother had Bernadette dig in the ground until the spring was
revealed.  Her feast is celebrated April 16th. Brody won a free game of open bowling at
Riviera Lanes.

This week’s question is who is known as the Penitent and ended their days as a
contemplative in a cave in southern France? Families can turn in one answer, and all
students in the family will be eligible to win.  Families with the correct answer will be
entered into a drawing that will take place every Tuesday, so submissions must be turned
in by then.  Answers can be submitted by e-mail, turned in with the parent folder, or
turned into Mr. VanEffen.



Registration/Enrollment:
Registration for the 2014-2015 school year is rapidly approaching.  As you are well
aware of, we ran into some class size problems during the summer.  There was the
possibility of classes being combined. To avoid this problem again in the future, we have
to be conscientious about spreading the word of the wonderful Catholic education that
exists at Holy Cross Catholic School.  I challenge all of our families to help increase our
enrollment next school year, word of mouth by our current families is the best form of
marketing a school can have. I firmly believe a realistic goal is to increase our K-8
enrollment by 10-12 students.  It’s an attainable goal, which I believe our school
community can accomplish. So, let’s get these classrooms full! 

Wisconsin Tax Deduction for Tuition Expenses:
The governor signed into law new tax legislation giving Wisconsin taxpayers the
opportunity to deduct Catholic school tuition expenses from their taxable income
beginning on or after January 1, 2014.  A subtraction from income is allowed for tuition
expenses that are paid to any of the GRACE Catholic schools.  For each elementary
student, the maximum amount of tuition expenses which a claimant may subtract in a
taxable year is $4,000.  For each secondary student, a taxpayer can claim up to $10,000.
If a student is in grade 8 for part of a taxable year and then becomes a high school student
in the same taxable year, the parent may claim the subtraction for only one grade for that
student in that taxable year.  Consult a tax advisor if you need further details.

Gingerbread House:
We would like to say thank you to FAST for organizing the Gingerbread House this week
for our students to shop in.  Also, thank you to everyone that donated items to the
Gingerbread House.  It looked like Santa’s workshop in there!

Pay it Forward:
Please continue to participate in our Pay it Forward program! This week we donated a
plethora of personal care items to the Freedom House. During December, we are putting
efforts forth on donating non-perishable food items to Paul’s Pantry.  As Catholics, we
should feel the need to assist whoever may need it at any given time.  By implementing
“Pay it Forward,” our school community continues to support the way of Jesus.  Even our
Lord Jesus himself, said “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Parking Lot Reminder:
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you
for your attention on this detail.

VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check. This will
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper



process. All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below
for more information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html

Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.

Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

If your student arrives at school after 7:40am, he/she is considered tardy.  If your student
is tardy, parent/guardian needs to sign the student in at the office.

Kelly’s Korner:

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! The spirit is definitely in the air and all the
children are buzzing around with excitement. It is so wonderful to see! The Knights Of
Columbus are sponsoring a Christmas Poster Contest for grades 1-6. The theme this year
is “The True Meaning of Christmas”. What a great theme to remind us that Christmas is
not about the presents, or the food, or the traveling. It is about the birth of Christ. What a
gift that was given to all of us.

Don’t forget St. Nick comes this Friday, December 6. So when the kids come to school
on Friday they will be talking all about what was left in their stockings. What are some of
the unique or different things that you might do for this occasion? I would love to hear if
you have a different tradition or idea that you use.

On the “Parent Connection Board” outside the office I have taken down the Summer/Fall
look and items and put up the winter theme! The new question on the board will be
“What are you doing/going for the holidays” or “What is your families special holiday
tradition?” Please send in what your family is doing. Are you going on Vacation? Where?
Do you have a tradition of going to Grandma’s House with all the family? Do you open a
special present on Christmas Eve? Do you go caroling with your family or ring bells
every year? Let me know and I will put it up on the board. Who knows you might just
inspire someone to do something different this year!

I hope everyone has a great evening and don’t forget to ask your child(ren) about their
experience at the Gingerbread House. I hope it was as magical for them as it was for me
setting it up!

Kelly



Office Hours:
A reminder that school office hours are Monday-Thursday from 7:20am-3:20pm and
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Can you guess the name of the flower for the month of December?  Ho, ho, hol!  It’s
holly!  With bright green leaves and bright red berries, what could be better than holly for
the holidays?  The name holly actually means “holy tree,” so maybe today would be a
good day to climb a tree and say a prayer!  Or do something tree-mendously holy!

As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


