
February 5, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Open House:
A reminder that our rescheduled open house is tomorrow from 5:00-7:00pm. We are
bringing back the Treasure Hunt theme again this year with a whole new set of clues!
Upon arriving at HCCS, you will be provided with a treasure map. You and your child
must navigate to the points on the map and attempt to answer a question or complete a
task. The task master will give you a sticker at each stop. Upon completion of the map,
you can take your treasure map to the gym for your SWEET reward--a trip down our
sundae bar! We've ordered gallons and gallons of ice cream and we'll have a load of
topping choices! **Please note that students must be present with an adult. We will
not have staff available to care for unaccompanied students.

Families interested in our school will also be stopping in to see our school. If you see an
unfamiliar face, please take a moment to introduce yourself and make our guests feel
welcome!

Who knew?
Many school documents and links are posted on our school website
at: http://holycrossfamily.org/current-school-families/documents-and-links/. If you'd like
to see a document or link posted to this page that isn't currently there, please contact
Cathy Zehms at czehms@gracesystem.org

Catholic Schools Week Wrap-up:
Just another thank you to everyone who made Catholic Schools Week an amazing
success last week.  The turn-out for Grandparents Day was awesome, and it was great to
see our families together.

If you were there you got the opportunity to see a check presented to the American
Cancer Society for over $650.  Mrs. Craanen and some of our 4th grade girls even were
on some of our local news affiliates.  One of the channels did state that the check was
given to Mrs. Craanen, we would just like to clarify that was given to the American
Cancer Society.  We are grateful and appreciative of everyone’s efforts during that
fundraising endeavor.
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RReeggiissttrraattiioonn NNooww OOppeenn!!
If your family missed the half-price rate, you still have the opportunity to register at the
$60/student rate during February.  Beginning March 1st, the rate will increase to
$100/student.  These rates were developed by our GRACE Leadership team, which I am
a part of, to encourage early registration and to assist us in our staff planning for next
school year.

I personally encourage you to register early to help support our teachers and staff,
and to show the Green Bay area the great commitment that Holy Cross has to
Catholic education. As of this morning we had 106 students enrolled in Preschool-8th

grade for next school year.  From my understanding, that’s ahead of last year’s pace, but
there is still room to improve.  If you haven’t registered yet, please do so. Last year,
about a third of families waited until the summer to complete their registration.

Preschool Update:
Please note the 3/4K program schedule next year will be as follows:

 Three year olds (must be 3 before Sept. 1st) will only be able to attend on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for a half day session from 7:40 a.m.-10:40 a.m.

 4 year olds (must be 4 before Sept. 1st) will be able to attend:
o 2 full days a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays or
o 3 full days a week on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays or
o 5 full days a week Monday-Friday

We are going to be keeping a regular, consistent schedule to help support the needs of the
students, families, school and the early childhood teacher.  A regular schedule across the
board will be beneficial for some of the following reasons:

 The teacher is better able to meet the needs of the different age groups.
 The teacher can better prepare the older 4s and 5s for Kindergarten.

o This can be difficult to accomplish with a wide range of ages and;
therefore, skill and ability levels all in one class.

 Allows for more focus on developing 3’s social skills with them all in one class.
 Keeps it fair and consistent for the students and families.

o Each family contributes activity fees and it’s difficult to plan field trips if
children attend on an irregular schedule.

o Irregular schedules also make it difficult for the teacher to meet the needs
of the students and to plan, assess and prepare for classes, school activities
and school functions.

Benefits of a Catholic Education:
Registration for next school year is in full swing and, I am going to continue our
installment of listing the top ten benefits of a Catholic education.  The list was compiled
by Rev. Ronald J. Nuzzi, Ph.D., who was the Director of Catholic Leadership Programs
while I attended the University of Notre Dame.  The next two are:



6. Discipline as a Faith Expectation
Catholic schools promote self-discipline through clarity of moral vision that is
based on the Gospel.  Students are challenged to be Christ-like in word and
action.  They are asked to examine their choices and actions in light of the Ten
Commandments and the Gospel law of love.  They are given a theological
foundation for ethical behavior.  Students are not good because they act in accord
with rules and expectations.  Rather, because students are good, i.e. sons and
daughters of God, they are expected to act and make choices that are in keeping
with this dignity.

7. The Centrality of Arts, Ritual, Dram, Music to the Life of Faith
Through Catholic education students are exposed to the richness of the religious
tradition. Music, Art, Literature, Drama, and Ritual are rooted in the rich history
of the Church, and find their truest glory as an expression of divine praise.

Spring T-Shirt Sale:
Are you as tired of this extremely cold winter weather as I am?  Are you ready for
warmer t-shirt wearing weather?  If so, it is time to order your spring logo t-shirts!  This
year no pastel Easter colors!   We need to make a strong statement, thanking God for the
warmer weather.  So the colors are bold vibrant colors.  Choose from royal blue, cherry
red, Irish green and purple. Extra order forms are in the school lobby.  Orders are due
February 28, 2014. They will be ready for distribution March 17, 2014, well before
Easter, if you are looking for a gift idea.

Wisconsin Parental Choice Information Nights
All families interested in the WI Parental Choice Program are invited to attend one of our
two information nights.  The same information will be presented each night.

 Monday, February 24th at 6:30pm, Our Lady of Lourdes Schools, De Pere, WI 54115

The application process is now open until April 20th. Any questions please call GRACE
Schools at 499-7330.

Knights of Columbus Contest:
The Luxemburg Council of the Knights of Columbus is sponsoring its annual Knowledge
(Math and Spelling) Contest on Saturday, February 8th, at 10:30 AM in St. Mary’s School
Hall at 1412 Main Street, Luxemburg.  The contest is open to all 5th through 8th graders –
all they have to do is sign up on the 8th at St. Mary’s. The contest will be given in two
parts: Math and Spelling.  Each of the two subjects is covered by a 30 minute written
test.  The top two scorers in each grade will receive an award.  The top scorer at each
grade level will qualify to compete at the Diocesan level, and if successful will be invited
to compete at the State level. Please contact 845-5917 if you have any questions.



Auction Information:
Our 2014 Auction is upon us on March 8th, 2014! Last week you received two items
from the auction committee.  First, we need all parents to purchase your tickets $50 per
couple and it includes two raffle tickets.  Please also confirm if you are coming as this
will assure we provide enough food and drink for everyone.  In addition you can specify
if any additional people are coming and have this paid for as well.  This allows us to have
all the auction material ready for them the night of the auction.  Please note the class with
the highest additional participation receives a FREE ice cream social from Cold Stone
Creamery!  Last is a request for any additional items you can think of for our auction.
The more we have the greater success we can have in the auction.

Thanks very much for your participation,
2014 Auction Committee

Saint Trivia:
Chandler Doyle in 1st grade knew that St. Gregory the Great was venerated as the patron
of musicians, having given his name to an entire school of Church music. Chandler won
a free game of bowling at Riviera Lanes. This week’s clue is:

G’day mates!  The principal patron saint of Australia and New Zealand is none other
than the Virgin Mary herself.  But under which of these titles is she venerated in the land
down under.  Name that title.

Families can turn in one answer, and all students in the family will be eligible to win.
Families with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing that will take place every
Tuesday, so submissions must be turned in by then.  Answers can be submitted by e-mail,
turned in with the parent folder, or turned into Mr. VanEffen.

Kelly’s Korner:
Hello Everyone,

I really want to THANK each and everyone of you for your prayers, kind words, food,
cards, flowers, and everything else you all did for my family and I while I was out for
surgery. You will never know how much it meant to us. Hopefully you will never have to
but if you do, you are lucky to be a family member of Holy Cross! When you need it they
step up to the plate and help out.

Grandparent's Day was a huge success! A big thank you to all that baked something,
brought something, wrapped something, gave gifts, time, or talents to make this happen.
It is always one of my favorite event's during the school year and the children so enjoy it
too. I hope everyone had a great time.

Please feel free to stop by and shop the "Lost & Found" sale. It will be set up
during Open House and for the next week as well. You might find items for this year or
even next year.



Mrs. Zirbel asked me to say thank you for all the donations of magazines and
newspapers and to KEEP THEM COMING! Also she asked if anyone has some spare
yarn to please send that in also. She uses these items quite frequently in the art room.

I hope to see you all at the sledding hill for the Annual FAST Sledding Night! It is
always a ton of fun for not only the children but the adults too. I took my turn going
down the hill a few years ago. I'll never do it again, but it wasn't that bad and I made a
memory. It is a nice time to get out with the kids, meet some new people and have some
laughs.

Thanks for listening again,

Kelly

Catholic Fun Fact:
If you were born in February, your birthstone is the lovely amethyst.  The purple-violet
color of the amethyst is often thought of as a royal color!  Do you feel royal today?  Do
you wish you could meet a king and maybe become his friend?  Well, you CAN!  You
can be best friends with the greatest king of all!  That’s right!  You can be friends with
God, the King of heaven!

As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


