
January 9, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Well it’s another two day week for our school community.  I appreciate everyone’s
patience and understanding while we faced the Polar Vortex.   You know it’s bad when
even the students were telling me this morning that they were getting cases of cabin
fever.  At this time, I’m unaware of make-up days for GRACE schools, but will let you
know when a decision has been made.

Reflection:
“Happy New Year!”  “Happy Birthday!”  “I just want my child to be happy!”  We all
want happiness for our families and ourselves.  Happiness is the subject of countless
books and yet it is elusive for many.  What is it that really contributes to happiness?  We
know that happy people like themselves; happy people feel in control of their lives;
happy people are hope-filled and optimistic.  We all know people who are not happy or
joyful.  This could be for many reasons.  Sometimes we mistake joy for the pleasures of
this life; however, real joy is much deeper.  Author Denis Waitley reminds us:
“Happiness cannot be traveled to, owned, earned, or worn.  It is the spiritual experiences
of living every minute with love, grace, and gratitude.”

 Count your blessings.  Be grateful for what God has given you.  Make it a habit to
look for blessings.  During the Eucharistic prayer we pray, “Let us always and
everywhere give you thanks.”

 Don’t make comparisons.  God calls us to be in his image and likeness.  He loves
us for who we are and has given each of us special gifts.

 Don’t sweat the small stuff.  You might want to ask yourself “Is this really a big
deal in the picture of life?” I suggest reading Matthew 6:25-33.

 Practice acts of kindness.  Generosity toward others helps us focus on the
positive.

 Live in the present.  Most of our anxiety is about the past and the future.  Matthew
6:34 tells us “Don’t worry about tomorrow.”

 Invest time and energy in your relationships.  They are the primary source of
human joy.

 Be positive and trust in God’s goodness.
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There are many other ways to bring joy to our own lives and those families.  May each of
you experience God’s joyful love each day!

Mass Changes:
Due to the time off we had this week because of the cold weather; there has been a
change in what grades are doing mass because of the short preparation time.  Tomorrow
7th grade will have mass, and next Friday the 1st grade will be planning mass.

National Geographic Bee:
Last Friday, Holy Cross held our school wide National Geographic Bee for grades 5th-8th.
There were two representatives from each grade.  The students participated in a series of
rounds in front of their peers. Participants included:

 5th grade – Ryan Basten & Tim Turek
 6th grade – Lauren Schauer & Abigail VanOoyen
 7th grade – Anna Kaye & Katie Ziefle
 8th grade – Sam Nennig & Brody Stitz

Final results:

 1st place – Sam Nennig – 8th grade
 2nd place – Brody Stitz – 8th grade
 3rd place – Tim Turek – 5th grade

Sam now has the opportunity to complete a written assessment to compete against other
students in the state of Wisconsin.  If he wins, he would have the opportunity to compete
for a $50,000 college scholarship at the national level.  Congratulations to Sam, and the
other participants.

Permission Slips Returned:
Next Thursday the middle school students will be competing in the Math Bowl at
Xavier High School in Appleton.  With the school cancellations this week, the
permission slips are finally going out today.  Please kindly sign the permission slip
and return it to Mrs. Sato tomorrow.

Catholic Virtue & Value Education Program
For the months of January and February, our school will be focusing on the 3rd Joyful
Mystery, The Birth of Our Lord (Luke 2:7).  Our virtue of focus/fruit for these two
months is the poverty of our spirit.  The 4th and 6th grade will be leading our service
project of cookies for the homeless for this time span.

Target RED card – Take Charge of Education:
Take Charge of Education is an exclusive benefit of the Target REDcard® program.  Our
school supporters apply for the REDcard, and select Holy Cross School (School ID:
17254) as your school of choice.  Every time you shop, the cardholder benefits with 5%
savings, and our school benefits with up to 1% of their purchase. Then, Holy Cross can



spend the money we receive on school needs.  Simply visit www.Target.com/TCOE or
call 1-800-316-6142 to designate Holy Cross. Encourage friends and families to sign up!
As of today, 26 REDcard holders have designated Holy Cross School.

Bookmobile:
The Brown County Bookmobile will be here next Wednesday (January 15).  It will be an
opportunity for students to return their books and check out new ones. Please remember
to bring your library cards. The Bookmobile will be here again on Wednesday, February
5th.

End of Year Field Trip:
The staff and I have been discussing possibilities since the beginning of the year, and still
cannot come to terms on a specific location that would benefit all ages for an end of the
year all-school field trip.  If you have any suggestions, please feel free to e-mail to me so
I can look further into any ideas.  Thank you!

Winter Weather:
Now that we have snow that is going to be staying around, please make sure you are
sending your student to school with the proper winter clothing.  Boots and snow pants
will be required when there is snow on the playground.  Per our school handbook, All
students through grade 5 must have boots and snow pants during the winter months.
Grades 6-8 need them to leave the blacktop during the winter months.  During months
with snow, students are not allowed to bring outside equipment to school, such as
snowboards, sled, etc.  We do not allow bikes or skateboards during recess in the fall or
spring, so we will not begin this trend in the winter.

Saint Trivia:
We are back with our Saint Trivia, with students having the opportunity to win a free
game of open bowling at Riviera Lanes. This week’s question trivia:

This early Christian martyr is known by his full name as well as a “nickname”.  He
shares his full name with an eminent Dutch scholar of the Renaissance.  He is the patron
of sailors, and a strange light that plays around the masts of ships before a storm is
named after him.  You may answer with his full name and/or nickname.

Families can turn in one answer, and all students in the family will be eligible to win.
Families with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing that will take place every
Tuesday, so submissions must be turned in by then.  Answers can be submitted by e-mail,
turned in with the parent folder, or turned into Mr. VanEffen.

Registration/Enrollment:
Registration for the 2014-2015 school year begins at the end of the month.  As you are
well aware of, we ran into some class size problems during the summer.  There was the
possibility of classes being combined. To avoid this problem again in the future, we have
to be conscientious about spreading the word of the wonderful Catholic education that
exists at Holy Cross Catholic School.  I challenge all of our families to help increase our



enrollment next school year, word of mouth by our current families is the best form of
marketing a school can have.  Please pass the word about Holy Cross to your friends and
family, or if you know of any prospective families that are interested, please have them
contact me. A great way to pass the word along is through our Facebook page. Our page
currently has 169 Likes.  By “liking” our page we can increase the traffic of people
viewing it and hopefully sharing all our good news. All families have the opportunity to
apply for financial aid through GRACE. I firmly believe a realistic goal is to increase
our K-8 enrollment by 10-12 students. Even with that increase in students we would still
have our small class sizes with a faith-based environment. It’s an attainable goal, which I
believe our school community can accomplish!

Wisconsin Tax Deduction for Tuition Expenses:
The governor signed into law new tax legislation giving Wisconsin taxpayers the
opportunity to deduct Catholic school tuition expenses from their taxable income
beginning on or after January 1, 2014.  A subtraction from income is allowed for tuition
expenses that are paid to any of the GRACE Catholic schools.  For each elementary
student, the maximum amount of tuition expenses which a claimant may subtract in a
taxable year is $4,000.  For each secondary student, a taxpayer can claim up to $10,000.
If a student is in grade 8 for part of a taxable year and then becomes a high school student
in the same taxable year, the parent may claim the subtraction for only one grade for that
student in that taxable year.  Consult a tax advisor if you need further details.

Parking Lot Reminder:
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you
for your attention on this detail.

VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check. This will
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper
process. All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below
for more information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html

Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.



Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

If your student arrives at school after 7:40am, he/she is considered tardy.  If your student
is tardy, parent/guardian needs to sign the student in at the office.

Kelly’s Korner:

This week’s edition of Kelly’s Korner will be shared via our Google group, please look
for it in your e-mail today. Thank you!

Office Hours:
A reminder that school office hours are Monday-Thursday from 7:20am-3:20pm and
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Did you know that each month has a special “jewel”?  If you were born in January, your
“birthstone” is the garnet.  It’s a dark red stone and is a symbol of loyalty.  Always be
loyal – to your family, your friends and especially to God.

As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


