
March 19, 2014

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Lenten Prayer:
Loving God, you call us to be servants to all your people.  Through our acts of faith may
we bring others to you.  Send your Spirit so that we may have the gift of humility, to
extinguish selfish desires, to see that all people are one family, and to carry out your
message to feed the hungry and comfort those who suffer.  We seek to do all things to
glorify you, Lord, and to grow in union with you. Amen.

Seder Meal:
Our students, faculty and staff will be taking part in a Seder Meal on Holy Thursday,
April 17th. The meal is lead by our eighth grade class. All students (4K-8) participate.
Traditionally the entire school partakes in the meal, and we highly encourage our families
to continue that tradition, thank you!  We are appreciative of our school nutrition staff for
putting together the menu for the Seder meal.  This is just another example of how our
school integrates our Catholic faith in the education of our students.

In Jewish tradition, the Seder Meal begins the eight day Passover Festival. The Seder
Meal is a highly symbolic ritual that commemorates and passes on the story of the
Israelites' flight from slavery in Egypt. Celebratory themes of the Seder include: Jewish
identity, faith in the future and the right of all people to be free.

As Christians, the Passover has powerful additional layers significance in that the Last
Supper -- commemorated on Holy Thursday--was a Passover Seder. We believe that
Jesus celebrated and instituted the Eucharist at this celebration. At our Seder meal, as a
school family we retell the story of the Exodus through this ritual, ever mindful of its
connection to the Last Supper.

In addition to being a spiritual expression, the meal is delicious! Our Seder meal
includes:

 Baked chicken: symbolizes the sacrificial lamb offered by the Israelites and
was eaten on the eve of their departure from Egypt. Whether we actually eat
lamb at this meal or not, Christians have retained the symbolism of the
Lamb of God.
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 Charoset* (grated apples and dates, cinnamon, honey, grape juice), stirred
together...yummy! This symbolizes the mortar which the Hebrew slaves
used in their servitude.

 Pita bread (or matzah): in memory of the unleavened bread which the Jews
ate when they were freed from Egypt.

 Hard boiled egg: The roasted egg (baytsah) is a symbol in many different
cultures, usually signifying springtime and renewal. Here it stands in place
of one of the sacrificial offerings which was performed in the days of the
Second Temple. Another popular interpretation is that the egg is like the
Jewish people: the hotter you make it for them, the tougher they get.

 Fresh parsley: Bitter herbs, symbolizes the bitterness of slavery.
 Shredded lettuce (with a very light oil, vinegar, herb type dressing): used as

a token of gratitude to God for the products of the earth.
 A glass of grape juice in place of wine (no milk with this meal): Everyone

at the Seder has a cup from which they drink four cups of grape juice.
Traditionally, the four cups represent the four biblical promises of
redemption. Others say the four cups represent the four letters in the
unspeakable Name of God.

* We will offer samples of Charoset in the lunchroom prior to our Seder meal.
SOURCES
Catholic Recipe: Holy Thursday Meal Menu: http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=349
Catholic Activity: The Seder Meal as a Christian Home Celebration: Preparing and Celebrating the
Holy ThursdayMeal: http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=544
The Symbolic Foods at a Passover Seder: http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-symbolic-foods-at-a-passover-seder.html

Pope to Green Bay:
Visit www.popetogreenbay.com to sign the petition and add your voice inviting Pope
Francis to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help near our school during his visit to
the US in 2015.  The Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help is the only approved Marian
Shrine in the United States.

Enrollment/Registration
Registration for the 2014-2015 school year continues to move forward as we head into
Spring Break.  As mentioned in previously newsletter, our enrollment for next year is
ahead of last year’s pace.  However, we need to emphasize and focus on growing our
kindergarten numbers.  As we know, word of mouth is the best piece of marketing that
we have, and it is free!  So encourage family and friends to consider giving their child the
opportunity to experience a Catholic education.

Save the Date:
On Tuesday, April 8th, Holy Cross will participate in a
fundraiser at Smart Cow.  They will donate part of an
entire day’s sale to our school.  Please mark the date on
your calendar, and plan to attend the East Mason
location.



Wisconsin Parental Choice:
The open application period to apply for the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program
continues to be open through 4/20/2014.

 Families of students with a voucher are directed to go online
at http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/wpcp-statewide to reapply for the 2014-2015 school
year. You will need to provide proof of residency to the GRACE office at 1087
Kellogg St.

 New families applying for a voucher are directed to go online
at http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/wpcp-statewide and will need to provide proof of
income and residency to the GRACE office at 1087 Kellogg St.

All documents need to be verified at the GRACE Office by Wednesday, April 16th
before 3:30 pm. If you have any questions, please contact the GRACE Office at 499-
7330.

Kelly’s Korner:
Good Afternoon Everyone,

Spring Break is finally here! I hope if you are going somewhere I hope you have a safe,
healthy and most of all fun vacation! Go make some memories.

ILLNESS:

I have heard of a few cases of strep throat in the school so please be aware if your child
complains of a sore throat. Also we have had 1 case of head lice in our school. Please be
diligent and check your children. Also remind them to keep their clothing to themselves
and in their lockers. I think the flu bug this year has been kind to us. We had only a
small amount of children out with it compared to last year. I hope this trend continues
and it is smooth sailing from here on out!

Parish Lenten Dinner:

Parish Lenten Dinners are SOUP - er! Don't forget to come and eat some yummy soup!
It is cheap and taste good. Plus there are lots of good desserts and salads that are
homemade. It all helps support the parish. If we want the Parish to support us then we
need to help support the parish.

Parent Connection Board:

Alright, your job when you are on Spring Break is to take pictures of your fun. When we
get back to school I want you to send some in with a description of what you are doing or
where you are doing it at. I am going to hang them up on the board. So get out there and
have some fun! And don't forget your camera!! Get creative. I will be bringing in my
pictures of all the cool things we find on our adventure in cleaning the laundry room/
office. It is sure to be a real adventure.......



Hey don't forget to stop by the office and see my "Ship on a Stick" that I won on my
cruise. I am pretty proud of it! I won it in a music trivia contest. My opponents were very
old and possibly sleeping but none the less I won the trophy fair and square.

Have a great SPRING BREAK! I hope you all come back refreshed and renewed.

Kelly

GRACE Newsletter:
Please find attached an electronic version of the GRACE newsletter, a hard copy is in
each family folder.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Do you know anybody named Joe or Joseph?  Well, today’s Saint Joseph Day!  Joseph
was a carpenter who hammered nails, sawed wood, made tables and chairs, and fixed
things that got broken.  But Saint Joseph had even more important work to do – God had
given him the job of taking care of Jesus and his Mother, Mary!  Saint Joseph lived in a
little town, worked hard, and never got rich or famous, but he never complained.  He was
happy because he knew he was doing the work God wanted him to do – and that was the
most important job in the world!  Do you complain too much?  Don’t grumble and
mumble.  Be humble – like Saint Joseph.  And you’ll be happy too!

Have a safe and blessed Spring Break!

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


