
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 2013 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
This Monday, November 18th, is Holy Cross Catholic School day at Buffalo Wild Wings.  
On this day, Buffalo Wild Wings will donate 10% of all pre-taxed food sales from any 
guest that presents the fundraising ticket.  Copies of the fundraising ticket will be in the 
parent folder and also attached to this e-mail.  We look forward to having a great turnout 
for this fundraising opportunity! 
 
Saint Trivia 
Alex and Milena Schwitzer knew that St. Juan Diego said, “I am a nobody, I am a small 
rope, a tiny ladder, the tail end, a leaf,” when the Blessed Mother asked him to have a 
church built.  The Blessed Mother helped Juan Diego prove his vision was real by 
growing flowers in the frozen ground to take to the bishop.  When he opened his cloak to 
show them, her image was emblazoned upon it.  His feast day is December 9th.  Alex and 
Milena won a free game of open bowling at Riviera Lanes. 
 
This week’s question is, which Saint claimed to hear the voices of St. Michael, St. 
Catherine, and St. Margaret from an early age?  Families can turn in one answer, and all 
students in the family will be eligible to win.  Families with the correct answer will be 
entered into a drawing that will take place every Tuesday, so submissions must be turned 
in by then.  Answers can be submitted by e-mail, turned in with the parent folder, or 
turned into Mr. VanEffen.  
 
Wisconsin Tax Deduction for Tuition Expenses 
The governor signed into law new tax legislation giving Wisconsin taxpayers the 
opportunity to deduct Catholic school tuition expenses from their taxable income 
beginning on or after January 1, 2014.  A subtraction from income is allowed for tuition 
expenses that are paid to any of the GRACE Catholic schools.  For each elementary 
student, the maximum amount of tuition expenses which a claimant may subtract in a 
taxable year is $4,000.  For each secondary student, a taxpayer can claim up to $10,000.  
If a student is in grade 8 for part of a taxable year and then becomes a high school student 
in the same taxable year, the parent may claim the subtraction for only one grade for that 
student in that taxable year.  Consult a tax advisor if you need further details.  
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GRACE Annual Appeal 
At the moment we are in the midst of the GRACE Annual Appeal.  
The 2013-2014 Annual Appeal is an important tool for supporting 
families in the 9 GRACE Catholic elementary schools in the Green 
Bay area.  A mailing to donors and parents has invited supporters of 
Catholic education to support the GRACE scholarship program.  
Contributors to the Annual Appeal will be able to support over 250 
current students spread throughout the 9 schools.  The number of 
families requesting financial assistance for 2013-2014 rose by 
nearly 30%.  The goal for the Annual Appeal is $110,000.  Every gift helps a child 
receive a Catholic education.  To make a gift, please pick up materials in your church or 
send a gift to: President’s Office, 1087 Kellogg Street, Green Bay, WI  54303. 
 
Pay it Forward: 
Please continue to participate in our Pay it Forward program!  We have had a great turn 
out so far, keep the items coming in through the end of November!  It is an opportunity to 
donate items to families that are less fortunate.  As Catholics, we should feel the need to 
assist whoever may need it at any given time.  By implementing “Pay it Forward,” our 
school community continues to support the way of Jesus.  Even our Lord Jesus himself, 
said “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
 
Parking Lot Reminder: 
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you 
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the 
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of 
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you 
for your attention on this detail. 
 
VIRTUS Training: 
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each 
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check.  This will 
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper 
process.  All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below 
for more information: 
 
http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html 
 
Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training 
workshop.  Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in 
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school 
office.  
 
 



 
 
Sign-In Reminder: 
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering 
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.  
 

Kelly ’s Korner: 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
Well we have a really good start on our “Pay it Forward” donation drive! It is so exciting 
to see the boxes filling up with all the wonderful items that we are going to donate to 
some people that can really use it. That is going to be the best part, helping someone else 
out!  
 
You can come in anytime and see for yourself what we have accumulated. I wanted to 
separate everything in to boxes so the kids can see what they are doing to make a 
difference in someone else’s life! It’s pretty amazing what we can do together! 
 
We are still collecting items and will take anything you have to give. Items that we don’t 
have much of are: Shaving Cream, Tampons/Pads, Dryer Sheets, Laundry Detergent, 
Dish Soap, Fabric Softener, Deodorant, Kids Shampoo, and Kleenex. Just in case you 
were going out to the store and wanted to know what we could really use. 
 
Please tell your children that they really need to wear a hat and mittens outside. There 
have been so many children in my office lately with runny noses, headaches, and upset 
stomachs. Then I look outside and half of them are not wearing hats or mittens. It is so 
cold outside and especially when the wind is blowing. Their little bodies are going to 
freeze if they don’t keep themselves warm. 
 
Take a Moment 
 
Tonight when you look around at the dishes in the sink, the kids that have to be bathed, 
the homework not yet done, the bills that need to be paid, stop and remember all that you 
have been blessed with. We are so very lucky! 
 
I hope everyone has a warm and wonderful evening!  
 
Kelly 
 
Office Hours: 
A reminder that school office hours are Monday-Thursday from 7:20am-3:20pm and 
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.   



 
Catholic Fun Fact: 
Today’s the feast of the first United States citizen to be canonized a saint – Mother 
Frances Xavier Cabrini.  She was born in Italy and wanted to be a teacher and a 
missionary.  For a long time she wasn’t able to do any of those things, but finally she 
came to America to work with many Italian immigrants who lived in New York and 
Chicago, where her work was very successful.  During her life she opened more than fifty 
successful schools, orphanages, convents, and hospitals.  Do you ever get discouraged 
because you want to do something but can’t?  Remember Mother Cabrini today and keep 
trying! 
 
 
As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please 
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.   
 
God bless, 
 
M. VanEffen 
Matt VanEffen 
Principal 
 


