
November 20, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Just a reminder that our first trimester ends this Friday!  The first third of the school year
sure went by fast.  Report cards will be going home on Wednesday, December 4th. Also,
with our shortened week and half day on Wednesday (Noon dismissal) next week, there
will be no newsletter or family folder.  The staff and faculty would like to wish our
families a blessed Thanksgiving!

Students should be coming to school with warm clothes for recess by now.  Many
students are still only wearing sweatshirts.  I understand they may get warm while
running around, however with the wind the temperatures do not get very warm.  Thank
you.

Saint Trivia
Mariah Michalski in 6th grade knew that St. Joan of Arc claimed to hear the voices of St.
Michael, St. Catherine, and St. Margaret from an early age. St. Joan of Arc was
captured and sold to the British after a series of spectacular military victories.
Imprisoned for 2 years, the British burned her for being a sorceress and heretic.  She
received exoneration 30 years later.  Her feast day is May 30th.  Mariah won a free game
of open bowling at Riviera Lanes.

This week’s question is, which Saint revealed a spring with healing powers at the behest
of the Virgin Mary?  Families can turn in one answer, and all students in the family will
be eligible to win.  Families with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing that
will take place every Tuesday, so submissions must be turned in by then.  Answers can be
submitted by e-mail, turned in with the parent folder, or turned into Mr. VanEffen.

Bookmobile
The Brown County Bookmobile will be here next Wednesday (Nov. 27) for our half day.
It will be an opportunity for students to return their books on time.  The Bookmobile will
be here again on Wednesday, December 18.

3002 Bay Settlement Rd.
Green Bay, WI 54311

920.468.0625 | www.holycrossfamily.org
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Principal: Mr. Matt VanEffen
E-mail: mvaneffen@gracesystem.org

Phone/FAX: 920.468.0625

+ Teaching as Jesus did, since 1868 +
Holy Cross Catholic School

1087 Kellogg St.
Green Bay, WI, 54303
920.499.7330

www.gracesystem.org
Find us on Facebook!



Server Training
There will be a server training on Wednesday, December 4th at 6:10 at the parish for
students who are in 4th grade or above.  This is an opportunity to get trained in the
procedures that Fr. Weber is familiar with.  Please contact the school office if your child
is interested so we can get an accurate number.

Wisconsin Tax Deduction for Tuition Expenses
The governor signed into law new tax legislation giving Wisconsin taxpayers the
opportunity to deduct Catholic school tuition expenses from their taxable income
beginning on or after January 1, 2014.  A subtraction from income is allowed for tuition
expenses that are paid to any of the GRACE Catholic schools.  For each elementary
student, the maximum amount of tuition expenses which a claimant may subtract in a
taxable year is $4,000.  For each secondary student, a taxpayer can claim up to $10,000.
If a student is in grade 8 for part of a taxable year and then becomes a high school student
in the same taxable year, the parent may claim the subtraction for only one grade for that
student in that taxable year.  Consult a tax advisor if you need further details.

Pay it Forward:
Please continue to participate in our Pay it Forward program! We have had a great turn
out so far, keep the items coming in through the end of November! It is an opportunity to
donate personal care items to families that are less fortunate, remaining items will be
donated to the Freedom House.  Once December arrives, we will put our focus on
donating non-perishable food items to Paul’s Pantry.  As Catholics, we should feel the
need to assist whoever may need it at any given time.  By implementing “Pay it
Forward,” our school community continues to support the way of Jesus.  Even our Lord
Jesus himself, said “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Parking Lot Reminder:
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you
for your attention on this detail.

VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check. This will
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper
process. All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below
for more information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html



Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.

Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

Kelly’s Korner:

Hello Everyone,

Monday night was Holy Cross Night at Buffalo Wild Wings. We didn't have a huge
turnout but for those who came it was a nice evening and good food. That was my first
time there - Not bad! They had a great selection of food on their menu. I am sure we will
be hosting another one in the future. 10% of all proceeds go directly to our school!

This week and up until we leave for Thanksgiving Break is all we have to collect for the
Pay it Forward items. I was looking through the Sunday paper and noticed that at
Walgreen’s they were offering a special on Purex laundry detergent. I bought one bottle
and paid $5.49 and received 2 bottles FREE! So I paid a total of $5.49 and walked out
with 3 bottles of detergent to give to the needy! What a score! And if this is the brand you
use even better! Buy some for yourself and donate some. It's a win/win.

It wouldn't be a bad idea to start sending an extra set of clothes along to hide in the
lockers. With the recent rain and soon to come snow, kids are always getting wet. Save
yourself a trip or phone call.

When we come back from Thanksgiving vacation the Gingerbread store will be open for
the kids to shop. If you have some time to spare you should come and help shop and wrap
with the kids. It truly is an awesome time to see their faces light up with excitement and
the time, care and concern they put into picking out the right gift and wrapping it. I really
miss working it! And thanks to Christine O'Toole who has run it for the past several years
and done an amazing job to the new chair Gail Limoni who is going full steam ahead to
bring us a magical shopping experience! Also a huge THANK YOU to all the shoppers
and wrappers out there! Without all of them going out and deal hunting this would not be
possible. Remember on Black Friday and after Christmas as well as throughout the
year if you see items on sale extremely cheap, snap them up for the gingerbread house!

I hope you all enjoy a nice toasty evening with family,

Kelly



Office Hours:
A reminder that school office hours are Monday-Thursday from 7:20am-3:20pm and
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.

Catholic Fun Fact:
This Saturday is the feast day of Saint Clement, who is the “patron” of hat makers.  Why?
Well, there is a legend that Saint Clement once went on a pilgrimage and walked for
many miles.  To ease his aching feet, he put wool in his sandals.  After walking on it, the
wool became compressed and turned into a new kind of fabric.  This fabric became
known as “felt” and was used in making men’s and ladies’ hats!  Put on your hat today
and say a prayer of thanks for interesting legends and interesting saints!

As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


