
October 2, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we enter the month of October, let us remember our Catholic Virtue and Value
Education Program.  All year we are focusing on prayer in honor of Mary.  This month
we will continue to focus on The Annunciation and the Virtue of Humility.  As part of
our program, the service project for the school is to add books on Mary to each classroom
and/or library.  Thank you for supporting the program as we look to make a difference.

Blessing of the Pets:
It’s going to be a veritable zoo at Holy Cross Catholic on  Friday at 2:30 PM. School and
parish leaders will drive home important lessons about nature, ecology and the
environment when Fr. Michael Weber blesses the students’ pets on the Feast Day of St.
Francis of Assisi.  Parents are encouraged to bring in their family pets for the special
blessing.  The blessing will take place on the grass in front of the classrooms off the
parking lot.  In the event of inclement weather, the blessing will take place in the gym.

The Feast of St. Francis commemorates the life of St. Francis, who was born in the 12th
century and is the Catholic Church’s patron saint of animals and the environment. Within
the Catholic Church, saints are a person from throughout history whom the Catholic
Church officially recognizes as someone who has served God in a unique and pure way.
Saints are assigned a Feast Day on which they may be recognized in many different ways
including Masses, special prayers or other events. The Feast of St. Francis is a popular
day for pets to be blessed.

Please check out the blog on the event along with pictures of students and their pets:
http://holycrossfamily.org/2013/09/30/blessing-of-students-pets-teaches-ecology-
environmentalism-on-the-feast-of-st-francis/

Bookmobile:
Last week our students had the opportunity to visit the Brown County Library
Bookmobile. Just a reminder that the Bookmobile will be back again on October 16th,
and students can return their books at that time.  Students also have the opportunity to
request books online and they can be picked up at the Bookmobile. We encourage
students to take advantage of the opportunity to check books out!
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VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check. This will
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper
process. All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below
for more information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html

Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.

Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering the
school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-out.
This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

Kelly’s Korner:
Hello Everyone,

The first Wednesday of every month is “CHOICE DRESS DAY”. I forgot to put this
on the October calendar. This is usually a very fun day at Holy Cross! The kids and staff
get to come in relaxed clothes or show off a new outfit or pretty dress, or even their
favorite sports team. The PACKERS of course!!

We are kicking off our Magazine Sale on Thursday, October 10th. Whoot Whoot!!! This
year we are also going to be offering cookie dough for those of you that don’t want
magazines. The options for the cookie dough look really yummy!! Remember they
always send home on the Wednesday before the kick-off a little book that each child can
fill out with names of people near and far. Then they bring them back to school the very
next day all filled out and at the kick-off event, they hand them in and get a Webkinz.
This year they are very cute! Stop by my office to see a few of them hanging around!!

One more thing, I promise! Our new Lunch/Playground sign up system is going really
well. This was an idea brought forth by a parent and we looked into it and it just made
sense. It is called VolunteerSpot.com. If you have signed up already you have also set up
an account with them. They will send a reminder email 2 days in advance before your
scheduled time. If you need to find out how many spots you signed up for or when your
next duty is, YOU need to go onto VolunteerSpot.com to find out. We do not keep that
information anymore like we used to. This is to make less work for us and make it easier
for you to look anytime. I also put up the monthly calendar on the Parent Connection
board outside my office so you can always check anytime! So please do so.



With all that said, I hope you have a great evening! Please remember to say a special
prayer for those Holy Cross family members that could use extra prayers their way, Rick
& Beth Kruczek, Marcianne Hansen, Jeanne Craanen, and Patty Nennig.

Kelly

Field Trip Cancellation:
After discussions with the staff, and the possibility of showers and thunderstorms, we are
canceling the field trip to the Shrine tomorrow.  The majority of the trip is spent outside,
and we would like to avoid students and staff from getting wet and spending most of the
day in that condition.  With that said, I’m sure it will be sunny tomorrow.  But we would
like to be on the safe side.

In the meantime, we have rescheduled the trip for Friday, May 9, 2014.  In part because
May is the month the faithful has especially dedicated to Our Blessed Lady.  During this
month, both in church and in the privacy of the home, we offer up to Mary from our
hearts an especially fervent loving homage of prayer and veneration.

Hot dogs will be on the menu for tomorrow for students to still take hot lunch.  We
appreciate the flexibility of Mrs. Zahn and Mrs. VerHaag for making the last minute
adjustment for our students.

Office Hours:
A reminder that school office hours on Monday-Thursday are 7:20am-3:20pm and
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Friday is the feast of St. Francis of Assisi – the saint who loved all animals and even
made friends with the birds!  But did you know St. Francis was the very first one to build
a Christmas crib scene? One Christmas Eve, when people came to midnight Mass, they
were surprised to see that St. Francis had built a little scene with statues of Mary and
Joseph and the Baby Jesus, and then he had brought in some of his friends – real animals
– and put them in the straw net to Baby Jesus’ crib!  So the next time you see a Christmas
crib, think of St. Francis and ask the Baby Jesus to remind you to be kind to your pets and
gentle with little animals the way St. Francis was!

As Kelly mentioned earlier, please keep our school family in your prayers.  As a Catholic
school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer at times like these, let’s utilize that
opportunity.

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


