
October 23, 2013

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Effective communication and teamwork is essential to promoting student success.  This
includes communication between parents and the school.  Today is a good time to take a
look at the quality of your communication both with your child’s teacher(s) and the
school.

Communication between parents and the school is intended to have your child’s best
interest as a goal.  Parents can take an active role in creating a strong communication link
with the school.

Here are some things that contribute to effective communication:
1. You are the primary educators of your children.  View your child’s teacher and

the school as partners in your important work.
2. Be aware of school-wide communication such as newsletters and website to better

understand the overall operation of your child’s school.  This should provide you
with an overall feel for how things are done at school.

3. Be sure to read any and all communications from your child’s teacher.  And do
not hesitate to communicate with your child’s teacher when you have any
questions or concerns.  Although it is sometimes easier to default to the position
of “no news is good news,” this will not ultimately benefit your child.

4. Remember, it is much easier to address a small problem than a larger one.  If you
have a particular concern, don’t wait to voice it.  There may be a quick and simple
solution to a small problem, whereas once something has developed into a major
issue, it may be very difficult to resolve successfully.

Respectful communication between parents and school will not only contribute to your
child’s success in school, but will also model for your child the way that people should
treat one another.  What better lesson could a child learn?

Pay it Forward:
Please find in your folder today a flyer on our “Pay it Forward” program that we are
introducing to our families.  It is an opportunity to donate items to families that are less
fortunate.  As Catholics, we should feel the need to assist whoever may need it at any
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given time.  By implementing “Pay it Forward,” our school community continues to
support the way of Jesus.  Even our Lord Jesus himself, said “It is more blessed to give
than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Halloween/Fall Dress Down Day:
In celebration of Halloween and the Fall season, Thursday, October 31st will be a dress
down day.  Students must wear Halloween or Fall colors to participate in the dress down
day.

Magazine Sale:
A reminder that tomorrow is the last day of the magazine sale. By now you will have
noticed in your packets that there are more selections this year than just magazines.
There is the opportunity to purchase cookie dough and a plethora of items in the imagine
catalog.  The sale will run from October 10-24.  Orders can also be placed at
www.GASchoolstore.com and by entering our school’s code: 2529568.  Thank you for
the support.

Bookmobile Information:
Please put on your calendar the next time the Bookmobile visits Holy Cross will be
Wednesday, November 6th.  Students are reminded to bring their library cards on that day
to check books out. Right now, if a student forgets their card, the Bookmobile operator is
able to look up their library card.  This will not be the case next time, as Library
Administration will not allow this with out a parent permission slip.  So please remind
your child to bring their library card to alleviate this problem.  Thank you!

Parking Lot Reminder:
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you
for your attention on this detail.

VIRTUS Training:
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check. This will
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper
process. All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below
for more information:

http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html

Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training
workshop. Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school
office.



Sign-In Reminder:
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.

Kelly’s Korner:

Hello Everyone,

Well it feels like winter outside and I have to say I am not a fan. When it is cold out, I
would rather snuggle in and watch movies and sleep.

It is getting cold so fast and we did not have a lot of transition from warm weather to
cooler weather to then frigid weather. I would like to take this opportunity to remind all
the parents out there to dust off the warm winter jackets, boots, hats, mittens/gloves,
snow pants, scarves, and whatever else your little one will need to stay warm outside.
The children come to school in the morning and stay outside for at least 10 minutes and
then there is also recess. It is cold outside in the morning and they are not running
around so the cold sets in quick especially if they have just taken their shower or bath and
have damp hair.

Please remember to keep checking the “GIVING TREE” in the main lobby on the door to
the gym!

The magazine sale is almost to the end. The final turn in day is this Thursday, October,
24th. If you have your orders already done feel free to send them into the office and I will
make sure to give them to the magazine man.  There are some really cool gifts inside so
take a look!

I hope you all have a warm and cozy evening!

Kelly

Office Hours:
A reminder that school office hours on Monday-Thursday are 7:20am-3:20pm and
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Tomorrow is the feast of a weaver!  Saint Anthony Claret was the son of a Spanish
weaver and worked as a weaver himself until he decided to become a priest.  In his
lifetime he preached over 25,000 sermons and wrote 144 books and pamphlets.  Is that



why they say someone is as busy as a weaver?  Or is that “busy as a beaver”?  Or busy as
a bee?  Oh, well, just get busy – and weave yourself an interesting day today!

Reminder that tomorrow is a Noon Dismissal day, and there is
no school on Friday.

As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.

God bless,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


