
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 30, 2013 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Our school community would like to welcome back our 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Craanen!  
We’re blessed to have her back in our school, and the students are thrilled to have her 
back in the classroom.  We appreciate all the prayers during her leave of absence.  
 
 
How important is homework?  Almost everyone has an opinion about homework.  
Research on the importance of homework during the last ten years has greatly 
strengthened the case for homework.  The bottom line is many parents and teachers agree 
that homework develops students’ study habits and work ethic, as well as support 
academic learning.  Catholic schools, in particular, value homework as part of the recipe 
for helping students meet high academic and study expectations. 
 
Here are a few ideas for making homework a positive growth experience for your child: 

• Encourage your child to use their assignment notebook in which all homework 
assignments are recorded. 

• Create both a regular time and a space for homework.  Treat homework as an 
important aspect of your child’s schooling. 

• Recognize your child’s regular completion of homework assignments as “the way 
we do things in our home.” 

• Share any questions regarding the amount or type of homework assigned with 
your child’s teacher. 

• Try to strike a balance of appropriate assistance with your child’s homework – not 
too much, not too little.  Younger children may need more assistance than older 
children. 

 
When good study habits and successful completion of homework are a regular 
expectation, students benefit by gaining better grades, better study habits, and a more 
positive attitude toward school and learning.  Homework is also a valuable way for 
parents to gain insight to help support the school curriculum.  Today might be a good day 
to examine the “homework habits” in your household to ensure that your family receives 
the benefits homework can bring. 
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ALiCE Training 
Last Friday and Saturday I had the opportunity to attend an ALiCE training workshop.  
ALiCE is an acronym for alert, lockdown, inform, counter, and evacuate.  The ALiCE 
program is designed to give a person, or a group of people, who may find themselves in a 
violent, life threatening situation, some mental and physical tools that could play a vital 
role in their survival.  The program is designed so that anybody can employ strategies.  
Young, old, male, female, it does not matter.  One does not have to be police, or military 
trained in order to survive a violent encounter.  They do need to have a frame of reference 
from which to draw, when making life saving decisions under extreme pressure, much 
like preparing for a fire or tornado.  
 
ALiCE training exists so that schools and the employees have the necessary information 
to keep our children safe in the event that an active shooter threatens one of the places we 
are supposed to feel most safe, outside of our own homes.  School districts have a legal 
obligation to provide a secure environment for students. When parents drop their kids off 
in the morning, the school assumes the legally binding duty to protect its students during 
hours of operation.  

In recent years, the Department of Education, the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, and the NYPD have published active shooter response 
recommendations that are in line with ALiCE.  This demonstrates a paradigm shift from 
passive techniques like traditional lockdown to more proactive responses like ALiCE. 

The ALiCE Training Institute offers school districts options that mitigate liability, 
assume less risk and, most importantly, equip students and faculty with life-saving skills. 
ALiCE provides the new standard of care. 

Strong schools are vital to every community.  A good school provides quality education, 
creative inspiration and healthy social engagement.  But a good school must also, at its 
core, ensure safety for its students.  Instructing students on safety measures not only 
protects them from possible danger but also instills confidence and self-reliance. 

Addressing safety issues gives a community assurance in its schools and can lead to 
better and more comprehensive school levies, strengthening the system and the 
community at large. 

The examples and methods explained during ALiCE Training are based on the current 
school environment where training takes place, giving teachers and administrators 
tangible visual demonstrations to best protect their school.  With the completion of the 
Advanced ALiCE Training, I am certified as an instructor.  I will bring forth this 
information to GRACE as we look at the possibility of implementing this program at 
Holy Cross.  Please look for more information to come in the near future. 

  



 
 
Wisconsin Tax Deduction for Tuition Expenses 
The governor signed into law new tax legislation giving Wisconsin taxpayers the 
opportunity to deduct Catholic school tuition expenses from their taxable income 
beginning on or after January 1, 2014.  A subtraction from income is allowed for tuition 
expenses that are paid to any of the GRACE Catholic schools.  For each elementary 
student, the maximum amount of tuition expenses which a claimant may subtract in a 
taxable year is $4,000.  For each secondary student, a taxpayer can claim up to $10,000.  
If a student is in grade 8 for part of a taxable year and then becomes a high school student 
in the same taxable year, the parent may claim the subtraction for only one grade for that 
student in that taxable year.  Consult a tax advisor if you need further details.  
 
GRACE Annual Appeal 
Last weekend began the GRACE Annual Appeal.  The 2013-2014 
Annual Appeal is an important tool for supporting families in the 9 
GRACE Catholic elementary schools in the Green Bay area.  A 
mailing to donors and parents has invited supporters of Catholic 
education to support the GRACE scholarship program.  
Contributors to the Annual Appeal will be able to support over 250 
current students spread throughout the 9 schools.  The number of 
families requesting financial assistance for 2013-2014 rose by 
nearly 30%.  The goal for the Annual Appeal is $110,000.  Every gift helps a child 
receive a Catholic education.  To make a gift, please pick up materials in your church or 
send a gift to: President’s Office, 1087 Kellogg Street, Green Bay, WI  54303. 
 
Pay it Forward: 
Please continue to participate in our Pay it Forward program!  It is an opportunity to 
donate items to families that are less fortunate.  As Catholics, we should feel the need to 
assist whoever may need it at any given time.  By implementing “Pay it Forward,” our 
school community continues to support the way of Jesus.  Even our Lord Jesus himself, 
said “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
 
Dress Down Days: 
In celebration of Halloween and the Fall season, tomorrow will be a dress down day.  
Students must wear Halloween or Fall colors to participate in the dress down day.  This 
means no costumes as they would create a distraction for learning. 

 
Monday, November 4th will also be a dress down day as the Packers 
have a home Monday night game.  Students can wear their Packer gear 
(or other sports team) to school for community support. 
 

Bookmobile Information: 
Please put on your calendar the next time the Bookmobile visits Holy Cross will be 
Wednesday, November 6th.  Students are reminded to bring their library cards on that day 
to check books out.  Right now, if a student forgets their card, the Bookmobile operator is 



able to look up their library card.  This will not be the case next time, as Library 
Administration will not allow this with out a parent permission slip.  So please remind 
your child to bring their library card to alleviate this problem.  Thank you!  
 
Parking Lot Reminder: 
We would like to remind parents/guardians during drop off and pick up times that you 
are to use the driveway (east) by the garage to enter the parking lot.  Then use the 
driveway (west) near the dumpster to exit the parking lot.  This will avoid the flow of 
traffic going against one another, and improve the safety for our students.  Thank you 
for your attention on this detail. 
 
VIRTUS Training: 
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each 
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check.  This will 
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper 
process.  All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below 
for more information: 
 
http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html 
 
Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training 
workshop.  Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in 
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school 
office.  
 
Sign-In Reminder: 
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering 
the school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-
out.  This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.  
 

Kelly ’s Korner: 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
Okay now it is definitely winter weather outside! Brrrrrr!! Please remember to dress 
those kiddos warn and send an extra supply of clean clothes, hat, and mittens too that 
they can keep in their locker. 
 
Trick or Treating is in just a few days! I am so excited I can hardly stand it. The children 
seem pretty excited about it as well. I love this time of the year. The children are so 
creative and their imagination just soars. The day after Halloween is not one of my 
favorites because all the children and I are trying to come down from our sugar buzz after 
digging through all the candy, separating it, trading with others, and of course devouring 
it like crazy. Oh the joys of being a kid!! 
 



We have started our “Pay it Forward” program at school. I hope everyone takes a chance 
to help “Pay it Forward” to someone else. I went out with my coupons in hand and after I 
had looked at the store flyers of course. I scored some nice deals on dish soap, laundry 
detergent, and deodorant to donate to the cause. You don’t have to spend a lot to help a 
lot! Every little bit helps! 
 
THW MAGAZINE SALE IS OVER!!! YAHOO!! It still continues online however. So 
the post cards that you all filled out will get sent out to those people and they can order 
anytime throughout the year and our school will still get credit. 
 
I hope you all have a warm and cozy evening! 
  
Kelly 
 
Save the Date: 
Please mark Monday, November 18th on your calendar for Holy Cross Catholic School 
Day at Buffalo Wild Wings.  On this day, Buffalo Wild Wings will donate 10% of all 
pre-taxed food sales from any guest that presents the fundraising ticket.  The fundraising 
ticket will be in a future family folder and also on the website. 
 
Office Hours: 
A reminder that school office hours are Monday-Thursday from 7:20am-3:20pm and 
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.   
 
Catholic Fun Fact: 

Friday is All Saints’ Day.  But what is a saint anyway?  The 
dictionary says a saint is a “holy” person – or – a person who is 
very kind, patient, charitable, and thoughtful of others.  Another 
definition says a saint is “a friend of God.”  Today the Church 
honors all saints – not just the ones whose names are known, but 
all the people like grandmas and grandpas, aunts, uncles, and 
friends who have been “holy” enough to get into heaven!  Do you 
think that if you start today to be kind, patient, and thoughtful 
you could be a saint someday too?  Sure, you could! 

 
 
As a Catholic school we have the opportunity to turn towards prayer everyday, so please 
continue to keep our school family in your prayers.   
 
God bless, 
 
M. VanEffen 
Matt VanEffen 
Principal 
 


