
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 25, 2013 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
At the beginning of the week, we had an all-school assembly to go over the behavior 
expectations again with the students.  Some specific areas that we focused on were proper 
voice levels in the school/church and overall safety of each child in terms of keeping their 
hands to themselves.  We will continue to focus on these areas to entrust that our students 
are provided the best environment conducive to learning.  
 
Fall Fest Recap: 
The 3rd annual Fall Fest was held last Saturday. We had 13 chili makers (Gerondale, 
Shea, Allard, Ritchie, Borseth, Hoff, Flanigan, Fameree-Whipp, Hendry, Wheeler, 
Zehms, Peterson and Gapinski). A very big thank you to all who participated. We could 
not have a chili cook-off without the kindness of those willing to cook up their favorite 
recipe. Below were the top 3: 
 
3rd place - Nancy Gapinski 
2nd place - Connie Borseth 
1st place - Brian Hoff 
 
There were also several people that volunteered there time and helped make this event 
possible; John and Kari Peterson, Tonia and Jaris Briski, Suzy Goral, Kelly Boudwin, 
Matt VanEffen, Kate Meeuwsen, Sherry and Rick Martinson, Todd Nennig, Dan and 
Stacy Michiels, Heidi Martin and Craig Hendry and to all those who brought desserts and 
spent a few hours on a cold night supporting Fall Fest. Also a very special thank you 
to Mark Clabots who donated his time and DJ skill entertaining us all night. 
Our students that helped clean-up on Sunday; Cole Cullen, Olivia Cullen, Gioia Cumicek, 
Ethan Wheeler, Sam Nennig, Paul Gapinski and Samantha Hendry. You helped more  
 
VIRTUS Training: 
If you plan on volunteering in any aspect at the school throughout the year, each 
parent/guardian needs to go through VIRTUS training and a background check.  This will 
continue to be a reminder so we can get all of our volunteers to complete the proper 
process.  All of this can be completed through the Diocese.  Please follow the link below 
for more information: 
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http://www.gbdioc.org/protectingourchildren.html 
 
Here you can complete your background check and also register for a VIRTUS training 
workshop.  Some may view this as a hassle, but please keep in mind that this is put in 
place for the safety of our students.  For any further questions, please contact the school 
office.  
 
Sign-In Reminder: 
Please remember that all parents/guardians need to sign-in at the office when entering the 
school.  You will need to pick up a volunteer badge, and return it when you sign-out.  
This protocol is in place for the safety of our school community.  
 
 
Kelly’s Korner: 
Hello Everyone, 
 
This week’s spotlight will be on my wonderful parent volunteers that help out every 
morning! I thought I should let you know who they are so when you come to school you 
will know their names. 
 

• Monday mornings I have the help of Tonia Briski – She brings lots of good 
humor to my Monday mornings! 

• Tuesday mornings I have the help of Missy DeBacker – She always has a smile 
on her face and she has a giant HEART! 

• Wednesday mornings, Gail Limoni is my helper – Gail is always up for anything I 
throw at her! This is good because sometimes it is a lot… 

• Thursday mornings, Dawn Besancenez helps me out (don’t ask me to pronounce 
that one!!) Dawn is new this year. Her grandson goes to Holy Cross and she is a 
welcome addition to our family. 

• Friday mornings I have Jill Bordelaise – Jill is a nurse so she takes care of all our 
immunization records and makes sure we are up to date on everything. 

 
I could not do my job with out the help of these lovely ladies and those who fill in! So for 
that I would love to say THANK YOU!!! You are all appreciated! It really takes a lot of 
help to run a school. Every person who chips in to help is appreciated! 
 
Kelly 
 
Thank You: 
The Brown County Health Department Staff came to our school last week to provide 
Hearing and/or Vision Screenings.  The Health Department and Holy Cross Catholic 
School would like to take this opportunity to say “thank you” to Carrie Whetter and 
Tonia Briski who volunteered their time to assist with the screening process. 
 
 



Field Trip Reminder: 
Grades 1-8 will be going to the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help on Thursday, October 
3rd.  The students will have the opportunity to attend mass at the Shrine, while 
experiencing a wonderful opportunity to become closer to Christ. We will also be doing 
the Living Rosary that aligns with our Catholic Virtue & Value Program, as the Rosary is 
our theme this school year.  Please look for the permission slip in today’s parent folder.  
The field trip form can be also found on the school website: 
http://holycrossfamily.org/current-school-families/documents-and-links/ 
We will be looking for two chaperones per classroom.  Please let the office know if you 
are available to chaperone.  Thank you. 
 
Office Hours: 
A reminder that school office hours on Monday-Thursday are 7:20am-3:20pm and 
7:20am-3:00pm on Fridays.   
 
Catholic Fun Fact: 
On this day in 1690 the FIRST newspaper was published in the United States.  It was 
called Publick Occurrences, but it didn’t “occur” again because the publisher had failed 
to get government permission to open his business and the authorities closed it down!  
Today’s newspapers tell you what is happening in your town and your world.  But did 
you ever think about the fact that the Bible tells you what happened in Jesus’ world?  
Think about some Bible story you’ve heard and rewrite it the way you think it might 
appear as a news story in today’s newspaper! 
 
Noon Dismissal: A friendly reminder that their will be a noon dismissal this Friday, as 
the teachers will be attending a GRACE In-service during the afternoon hours. 
 
 
God bless, 
 
M. VanEffen 
Matt VanEffen 
Principal 
 
 
 


