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July 10, 2013 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

I hope this letter finds you and your families enjoying these summer months. If you recall 

during my luncheon welcoming, I spoke about strengthening the communication at Holy 

Cross Catholic School. With that in mind, I wanted to bring to you a summer update on 

the happenings at our school.  

 

Early Childhood (EC-3 and 4K) 

In Early Childhood news, we have enrolled 24 students on Monday, Wednesday, and 

Friday. At the moment, we have space available in our full day Tuesday and Thursday 

program. There will be an August 1
st
 deadline for registration in the Early Childhood 

program. If you know of a family interested in Early Childhood education for their child, 

please tell them to contact us or the GRACE offices.  

 

Every year our Early Childhood and Kindergarten parents have questions regarding 

transportation of their young students safely to school. We are happy to answer any 

questions if we are able, however busing is arranged through the Green Bay Public 

School System. If you have any questions about busing arrangements for your child, you 

can find information and assistance on the GBAPS website at 

http://www.greenbay.k12.wi.us/Parents/Pages/Transportation.aspx, or call 448-2201 

 

Thank you 

We would like to thank our third grade teacher, Mary Wennesheimer, for her time and 

talents that she dedicated to HCCS during her tenure. As a school community we wish 

her many blessings during her retirement.  

 

Grade 1-3 Staffing/Classroom Arrangement 

With the retirement of Mary, Sr. Carolyn Zahringer, OSF will be taking over the duties as 

the third grade teacher. At present and due to our current enrollment numbers, Annette 

Barrett will have a combined 1
st
 and 2

nd
 grade classroom. If enrollment increases in 1

st
 

and 2
nd

 grade, HCCS would have a one grade per classroom system. As of today, there 

are a combined 26 students in 1
st
 and 2

nd
 grade. We would need to increase our 

enrollment to 30 students to have one grade per classroom.  

 

Holy Cross Catholic School’s tradition of academic excellence, talented staff, and 

reputation as a cutting-edge school in so many areas are just a few of the many attributes 

that attracted me here to serve as your principal.  There is no doubt in my mind that we 

will use either scenario to the benefit of our students.  The advantages of a multi-age 

classroom and a brief summary of our philosophy for implementing it are detailed below. 

 

 

http://www.greenbay.k12.wi.us/Parents/Pages/Transportation.aspx
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At first glance, the possibility of a combined classroom may seem as a negative, but our 

research is showing that there are definite advantages. 

 

Today, most schools function under a one grade per classroom system. However, many 

Catholic schools function under a multi-grade classroom system; this even exists in other 

GRACE schools. In this instance, the classroom is overseen by a head teacher and 

additional instructors may assist as necessary. 

 

Multi-grade classrooms were once very common in our country. Wisconsin was filled 

with one and two room school houses where student collaboration between grade levels 

was the rule. The mix of ages and abilities provide the multi-grade classroom with no 

ceiling on what can be taught and learned.  

 

Here are just a few additional advantages of a multi-grade classroom: 

 

 Younger children learn from older children. Younger children overhear lessons 

being taught to older children – prepping their minds for future instruction. Older 

children hear the lessons of younger children – allowing them to review and 

reinforce basic concepts. 

 Children learn to become sound learners, receiving a mix of both individual 

instruction and personal reflection/work time.  

 Children’s social skills develop more quickly and earlier, as interaction with other 

age groups is fostered. 

 Children receive an increased sense of personal responsibility. 

 Children learn together for some subjects and are separated for other subjects. 

 

With these advantages in mind, please know that we are working on some creative 

scheduling for our children that will foster an atmosphere of learning and challenge them 

at their ability level. We plan to make use of the additional classroom space, and Ms. 

Barrett will be assisted by a supportive consultant and teacher’s aide, who are both 

experienced teachers in their own right. I will keep you updated as to the status of the 

1
st
/2

nd
 grade classes and our planning in the coming month.  
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Enrollment 

As always, one of our goals at HCCS is to increase our enrollment. There is no better 

time now to start spreading the word about the wonderful opportunity we offer for a 

Catholic education. Please inform any interested families to contact the school or the 

GRACE offices for more information. 

 

Enjoy the great weather that has been blessed upon us lately! 

 

In Christ, 

 
M. VanEffen 

Matt VanEffen 

Principal 

 

 
 

 

 


