
May 28, 2014

Dear Parents and Guardians,

How do we keep the learning going all summer?  A summer break from the routines of
school can be appealing.  At the same time, research shows that most children experience
a slight academic setback during the summer months.  This is sometimes referred to as
“summer slide.”  What can you do to keep your child healthy and learning during the
summer?  Here are a few ideas:

 Read.  Read to or with your child every day.  Children improve more quickly
when parents ask questions about what children have read.  Be sure to let your
child see you reading – nothing beats modeling what you preach.

 Discourage mindless munching.  Make healthy snack available for your children.
Take advantage of the many fresh fruits and vegetables available in the summer
months by serving them often.

 Swap sedentary time for active time.  Children burn only 30-50 calories an hour
when they are sitting, but 400-500 calories in an hour if they are running and
playing.  There is evidence that a child should not sit still more than 60 minutes at
a time.  Encourage them to take “active breaks.”  Play outside with your children.

 Get them involved.  Take your children to the store with you.  Let them help you
make plans for a day together.  Spend some time together planning a family
outing.  Doing these things together will strengthen your relationship.

 Reinstate or create new family traditions.  Insist on family dinners and make them
special in some way.  Use meal time as a time to reconnect and appreciate your
family.  Try something new!

Look at summer as a great opportunity to help your child stay active, healthy, and to
continue learning.  Enjoying the summer with your children will bring you closer as a
family.  Parents, you have more power than you realize to guarantee a healthy future for
your children.

Upcoming Dates to Remember:
 May 30 – All-School Field Trip – Riviera Lanes – Noon-2:00
 June 2 – Yearbook Signing – 2:00-2:30
 June 3

o Faculty vs. 8th Grade Volleyball – 9:15am – Nacho Challenge to follow
o Kickball Games starting at 1:00pm (5th vs. 6th, 7th vs. 8th)
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 June 4
o Kindergarten Graduation – 10:30am
o School Picnic – 11:15am
o 8th Grade Graduation – 6:00pm

 June 5
o Mass – 8:00am
o Noon Dismissal
o Report Cards go home

New Music Teacher Announcement:
Greetings! My name is Jamie Grabner and I’m going to be the new music teacher at Holy
Cross. For the past two years, I have been teaching general music and band at St. Clare
Catholic School in Wrightstown. I was born and raised in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where
I graduated as one of eight valedictorians from South High School. I then attended St.
Norbert College, where I earned a Bachelor of Music degree. While in high school and
college, I actively performed on clarinet, saxophone, flute, euphonium, and recorder. I
still actively perform with the St. Norbert College Community Band.

Beyond teaching, I can be found working in the Festival Foods bakery or training for a
half marathon.  I also enjoy going home to visit my family and dogs (since I can’t have
pets where I live). In my free time, I also enjoy baking and the occasional bit of Netflix.
When time allows, I also love to travel; there are many cool places in the world to
explore!

I look forward to meeting and working with everyone once the new school year begins!

Thanks,
Jamie

We would like to thank Mrs. Maertz for her dedication to our music/band program at
Holy Cross Catholic School.  Her commitment to the program leaves our program in a
good spot for Ms. Grabner to take over.  We wish Mrs. Maertz the best of luck in her new
endeavor!

Choice Dress Days:
Last week we had our last fire drill of the school year, and our students did a remarkable
job.  Our drill was observed the Fire Marshall, and he said it was the fastest evacuation he
saw all year.  As a result of this, the student may have choice dress days on June 3rd and
4th.  The last day of school will be a uniform day as we have mass in the morning.

Looking Ahead Document:
Today you will find the tentative Looking Ahead document for the 2014-2015 school
year.  Please note that we are attempting a new format next year, and eliminating the
parent meeting as it is rather repetitive for our current families.  Instead we are going to
have an Open House/Visiting Day on Wednesday, August 27th from 5-7pm where
students can drop their supplies off and meet their teachers. Also, there will be
representatives in the gym from athletics, FAST, Market Day, Scrip, etc. to provide



additional information or answer any questions. The night before (August 26) at 6:30pm,
we will have an informational meeting for new parents, and it will be an opportunity for
them to ask any questions.

Football Mania:
Please continue to sell your Football Mania tickets!  The important aspect you have on
your side right now is time!  They need to be returned by noon on Thursday, September
4, 2014.  Coincidentally the same day the Packers open the season. You still have ample
time to sell them before the school year ends and get them turned in.  It is an opportunity
to complete this fundraiser and not have to worry about it over the summer!

Hershey Track Meet:
 Saturday, May 31st at Ashwaubenon High School
 Free for Brown County residents)
 Boys and girls 7-14 years of age.

More information at http://goo.gl/maps/9cszR and http://facebook.com/HersheysGreenBayMeet

Parish Time & Talent Opportunity:
One person's trash is another person's treasure
We are looking for a person (or a team of people) to organize a parish rummage sale,
which would take place in mid-June. The parish rummage sale will feature items the
parish is looking to clear out, as well as items our parishioners might want to donate. A
parish-wide rummage sale is win-win-win for everyone involved: you just might score a
great household item on the cheap or unload some of your stuff that has been collecting
dust in your garage; and meanwhile the parish raises some extra funds to support our
ministries! If you would be willing to help out, please contact the parish office
at 920.468.0595.

Enrollment Update:
In the spirit of transparency, please see below our enrollment numbers as of today.  These
numbers reflect the students that have been ‘accepted’ into the GRACE system.  If you
have not registered yet, please do so immediately.

3EC/4K 22
Kindergarten 9
1st Grade 13
2nd Grade 15
3rd Grade 17
4th Grade 14
5th Grade 13
6th Grade 20
7th Grade 12
8th Grade 20
Total 155

As you can see, we have plenty of room for growth.  Please remember that word of
mouth from parents is always the best form of marketing for our school.  Spread the word
about the wonderful opportunity for a Catholic education at Holy Cross Catholic School!



Kelly’s Korner:
This is the last Kelly's Korner of the year. :-( I do enjoy writing these to let you know
what is happening with your children, with illness, or to make you aware of something
important. Don't worry I will be back next year to write some more.

The "Summer Fun" board filled up quite nicely. It looks like lots of fun things are going
to happen this summer for a lot of kiddos. I hope you remember to catch those memories
on your camera so when we get back to school or maybe even before we can get a board
up of all the fun had this summer break.

I will be at school working full time through the summer. I might even do some work
from home. I will try to have the phone on at school between the hours of 10:00am-
2:00pm daily if you need to get in touch with anyone at school. I also do catering for my
friend Nell who owns Edgewood Orchard Gallery up in Fish Creek. They have a
reception open to the public once a month and I make all the food for it. I bet you didn't
know I had some hidden talent did ya!?! Other then that I hope to be doing some fun stuff
and making memories with my family. (Mostly Max since Jack is now 16, drives, and
wants nothing to do with Mom. Really!?! Who wouldn't want to hang out with me!?!)
That kid could learn a thing or two from me.....

If you are ever in the neighborhood feel free to stop by school and say hi or if you see me
out and about come on over and see me. I really do miss all of you when you are gone. I
feel like you are all part of my family and then I go through withdrawal when you you up
and leave me for the summer!

My hope is that when you come back to school next year that there will be something
new or better has happened to the school in some way to improve it for all of us. I am not
sure what my project will be but keep your eyes open.

Speaking of projects.... Some of us both parents and staff have talked about adding some
more raised garden beds by the one that is already out behind the swing set. We would
like them to be higher off the ground. If you would like to donate the wood, dirt, plants,
time, talents, or anything else we would need to get these built we would appreciate it.
My thought is if we had at least 3 more then classes could start next spring starting the
plants and learning about them and their growing process. Then summer care would
water and take care of them. In the fall we could harvest the bounty and use in our lunch
room and maybe even can some of the food to use later. So if you would like to help in
some way please let me know. I really think the kids would benefit a lot from it and
maybe even learn to like a new vegetable. We would like to get this under way as soon as
possible.

It has been a pleasure being your school secretary! I wish you all the best this summer
and can not wait to see you all again in the fall!

Have a safe and fun summer!
Take care,

Kelly



Market Day:
Market Day is a unique and valuable monthly fundraiser
that is relied on to help support our Hot Lunch Program.
This year $1,543 were raised for the program.  We began
to partner with Market Day in November 2000.  Since
that time we have raised $33,000.  It is easy to participate – simply order online at
marketday.com and pick up in the library on June 4th from 1:00-2:00pm.  The order cut-
off is on May 31st at 11pm.  Thank you for your continued support of the Market Day
monthly fundraiser.

Middle School Music Choice:
Please make sure if you have a student going into middle school next year that you return
their slip stating their music choice.  Returning these promptly will allow us to plan easier
for next school year.

Holy Cross Parish Annual Picnic:
In today’s family folder you will find information regarding the Holy Cross Parish
Annual Picnic on June 28-29.  Please take the time to read the information, and the
possible opportunity to volunteer that weekend.  The informational slip can be returned to
the school or parish office.

Catholic Fun Fact:
Did you know it took eleven years just to grind and polish the mirror in California’s
Palomar telescope, now the second-largest telescope in the world?  With this instrument,
scientists can photograph objects in the sky that are sextillion miles away from earth and
then track the objects throughout the night as the earth turns.  What a wonderful
invention!  But it’s not nearly as wonderful as the stars and planets and universe which
God invented!  Go out tonight after dark and just look up at the sky and stars and think
about all the wonders out there, still unexplored, still unknown – except to God.

Have a blessed summer,

M. VanEffen
Matt VanEffen
Principal


